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ABSTRACT

The aim of medical education isto develop proper manpower in thefield of health-careand health welfare; such manpower
isto be developed in accordance with the needs of the country. In this endeavour, the medical college library plays a vital
role and serve as one of the fundamental sources. It plays role directly in promoting medical education and its various
programs. It is the main source of information for the students, teachers, researchersand all clinical staff of the hospital,
which are affiliated to the medical colleges. The varioustypes of users are benefited by the specialized information services
provided by the medical college libraries. The most significant and essential feature of any medical college library is to
provide latest information of the knowledge concerned with modern developments in the related faculty of science and

technology.

Introduction

Itiswidely acclaimed andwell acknowledged
inthe entirefaculty of medical science education, that
theedifice of the plannings, organi zation andinforma-
tion is mainly based on the service rendered by the
medical collegelibraries.Thepresent study specifically
points out the salient features, system and develop-
mentinthemedical collegelibrariesmainly intheWestern
Maharashtraviz K olhapur, Sangli, Satara, Solapur and
Pune districts in Maharashtra state.

It is, therefore, highly essential to know the

purpose and needs of the earnest information required
by the user as per higher related course of study and
its proper service provided by the college library to
fulfil the needs and purpose of the study.*Medical
school librariesareparticularly importantinthe Educa-
tional process. Effectivetraininginthecomplexicities
of modern medicinerequired self-learning.
This can best be obtained by reading and working in
medical school libraries.2 Amongst health science li-
braries, the medical college libraries have an explicit
function as a real centre of intellectual effort, as an
active educational instrument in modern teaching and
research.

The Libraries are the blood veins as the
different channel s of knowledge of human knowledge
and they are the fundamental sources of information.
Librariesplay vital roleinadvancement of humanlife.®
2. Significanceof ThePresent Study

The well-equipped medical college library
sati sfiesthefunctionand working of themedical college
to serve the society and the country at large as it
supports planning and implementation of the health

organization and their development programmes. Itis
thedireneed of such devel opment and organi zation of
health science and various departments in the
developing countrieslikelndiato rel easesuch medical
information and technology to overcome various
problemsin health departmentsand their organi zations
in rural as well as Urban India. The efficiency and
effectivenessof such medical informationprovidedin
the medical college libraries are considered basically
significant in view that they generate everlasting ef-
fortscontinuously to meet the changing situationsand
problems in the medical profession. Thus, it is quite
significant that the eval uation of the information ser-
vicesrendered by themedical collegelibrariesare suf-
ficiently helpful to the entire society and the country
at different levels of the health organization.
3. Scope of The Sudy

Though the geographical limit of the present
research is limited with the medical college libraries
only in Western Maharashtra; the use of information
technol ogy inmedical educationislimitlessand cannot
be confinedto specificareaof medical educationinthe
modern medical education is developing at per in
consideration of thehuman health organizationand its
development at different levels. The medical college
librariescomprehend threecoreel ementsinthisrespect
viz. 1.Theinformation user 2. Information sources
3. Information services The Table A shows the total
medical colleges undertaken for the study which con-
fine the scope of the paper.
Review of Literature

Avale*havefocussed ontheinformation needs
of medical practitioners in Aurangabad city of
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Maharashtra state. The main objective of this study

wastofind outinformation need of privateand Govern-

mental medical practitioners, employed, survey method

and questionnaire techniquesfor compilation of data.

i) Government doctors have more zeal for research
than private practitioners.

TABLE.A
District MBBSBAMS|BDS| BHM S| Total
Kolhapur 02 04 01 [04 11
Sangli 01 03 01 01 06
Satara 01 01 -- 01 03
Solapur 01 01 01 |02 05
Pune 04 06 02 03 15
Grand Total | 09 15 05 |11 40

i) Private practitioners are more engrossed in devel
oping their practice.
i) Library facilities and information sources are not
easily accessible to the private doctors.
iv) Private practitioners give moreimportanceto infor
mation obtained from colleagues and experts.
Kumar® has carried out a survey on new information
technologiesin Health Science Librariesin Indiawith
the help of questionnaire and personal interview
method to pin-point the need for devel opment of these
technologies appropriately. Reasons for
poor technological applications and suggestions for
the applications were also discussed in the study.

Pathan® has compared themedical collegeli-
brariesin America (USA) and India. He has reported
that medical colleges in India has less collection of
volumes from medical collegesin USA. Anand” had
made acase study onthelibrary facilitiesin agroup of
medical collegesinacity, whichareincloseproximity.
Thefindingsreveal ed that duplicate foreign subscrip-
tionswere being made by all theselibrariesand which
was more than the budget of one of thethreelibraries.
The author recommended for cooperation among the
librarieswhichwill save money.

Advani®et.a havecarried out adetail ed study
to determine the most needed periodicals by the users
of a medical college. They have reported that New
England Journal of Medicine was identified to be the
most referred Journal followed by British Medical
Journal, JAMA, Nephron, WHO - Technical Report
series and so on. Their analysis has revealed that ap-
proximately 20% of the Journals subscribed by the
college were not read in the period under study by it
users. Taner® et.a have carried out study on the use
of somesel ect reference sourcesby themedical profes-
sionalsat &t. John'smedical Collegelibrary, Bangalore.
They have reported that nearly 80% of the clientele
uses|ndex medicuswhichjustifiesitsacquisition. The
useof Excerptamedicawasless, butintensivereferred
by specialists. Further, current contents were used by
62% of the users.

5) Objective of The Sudy

¢ Toobservethel T/Network based servicesprovided
by theselibraries. ® To see the adequacy/inadequacy
of funds provided for rendering information services.
* Toobserveresourcesandtoolsavailablefor making
information services more and more effective. *To
determine physical facilities available for usersto get
their information. *To evaluate strength and weak-

nesses of information services. *To examine the over
all status of the medical college libraries in Western
Maharashtra.
6) M ethodology

The study is mainly based on the survey
method. The collection of the data is based on the
guestionnaire, interview and observation method of
the 40 (Fouty) medical college libraries in Western
Maharashtra. The data obtained by these 40 filled in
guestionnaires have been analysed, interpreted in the
light of objectives of the study and the results have
been depicted in succeeding sections.
7) Results and Discussions
7.1 Number of usersin Medical CollegeLibraries

Table 1 outlinestheuser strengthin 40 medi-
cal collegelibraries of Western Maharashtra. The un-
der graduate students form the actual bulk of user
community, their visitstolibrary aremorefrequent than
other groups of users.
SeeTablel

The Table 2 shows the budget of the eight
medical collegestobebelow Rs. 1,00,000. Thebudget
of theeight medical collegesintherangeof Rs. 1,00,001
t01,50,000. Theannual budget of ninemedical college
librariesisintherangeof Rs. 1,50,000to Rs. 2,00,000
andthetwolngtitutesintherangeof budget Rs. 2,00,001
to Rs. 2,50,000. One of the libraries has the budget
betweenRs. 2,50,001 to Rs. 3,00,000. Twomedical col-
legelibrarieshave the budget between Rs. 3,00,001 to
Rs. 3,50,000. Two morelibraries have the budget be-
tweenRs. 3,50,001to Rs. 4,00,000. Threemedical col-
lege libraries have the budget of Rs. 4,00,001 to Rs.
4,50,000 and four college libraries range of budget as
Rs. 4,50,001 to Rs. 5,00,000 and there is one library
which has the budget above Rs. 5,00,001.
SeeTable?2
7.3National information service
Table3showsitisclear that Ninemedical collegeshave
providedof MEDLARSMEDLINE servicesfreeof cost,
whereas thirty one medical colleges do not provide
these services.
8) Conclusions

The study is undertaken with special refer-
enceto information servicesrendered by medical col-
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Table 1 : Number of users in medical college libraries.

District No. of Teaching staff Post Graduate Under Graduate| Total Average
colleges students students
Kolhapur 11 194 (17.69) 60 (5.45%) 620 (56.36% 874 79.45%
Pune 15 224 (14.93) 83 (5.53%) 710 (47.33%) 1017 67.79%
Satara 03 36 (12%) 09 (3.00%) 135 (45.00%) 180 60.00%
Solapur 05 56 (11.2%) 21 (4.27) 195 (39.00%) 272 54.4%
Sangli 06 84 (14.00) 38 (6.33%) 214 (35.66%) 336 59.99%
Note: Number of users number of Colleges = Average
7.2 Library Budget
Table 2 : Library Budget
Annual Library Budget No. of medical Colleges Percentage
Below 1,00,000 08 20%
1,00,001 - 1,50,000 08 20%
1,50,001 - 2,00,000 09 22.50%
2,00,001 - 2,50,000 02 5%
2,50,001 - 3,00,000 01 2.5%
3,00,001 - 3,50,000 02 5%
3,50,001 - 4,00,000 02 5%
4,00,001 - 4,50,000 03 7.5%
4,50,001 - 5,00,000 04 10%
5,00,001 - above 01 2.5%
Total 40 100%
Table 3 : National Information Service
Services No. of medical college libraries Percentage
Provision of MEDLARS/MEDLINE 09 22.5%
Non provision of MEDLARS/ MEDLINE 31 77.5%
7.4 Service offered by Tibraries
Table 4 shows analysis of the services offered by W.H.O./N.M.L.
Table No.4: Service offered by Libraries
Type of Services No. of medical college libraries| Percentage
Utilization of the N.M.L./W.H.O. Library services 07 17.5%
Non utilization of the N.M.L./W.H.O. Library services 33 82.5%

lege libraries in Western Maharashtra. i.e. Kolhapur,
Sangli, Satara, Solapur and PuneDistrict of Maharashtra
State. TheHealth ScienceLibrariescontributealot as
special libraries since they serve the specific needs of
specialized users; but their natureisalso an indicator
of an academic library since they support and supple-
ment academic medical programmes. Health care
librarianship hasitsown character and tradition deter-
mined by thespecial characteristicsof itsusersand the
unusual structure of medical knowledge. It'susersare
engaged in study in doing research at the highest
intellectual levels. They are practitioners, Besidesthe
unique natureof their practicegenerateaspecial sense
of surgency and value in every supporting activity.

Theprimeimportanceisassignedtothemedical knowl-
edge and maintenance of the health care at individual,
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