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Introduction:

Thefunctionsof astatearecarried out through
Union, State, and Local level governmentsto provide
servicesto the people. Inspite of 62 years of Indepen-
dence, we have not been able to provide good Gover-
nanceto people. Themainreasonfor thisisthat Union
Government doesnot decentralizeitsfunctionsto State
Governments while the State Governments are hardly
interested in giving the local government their due
inspite of 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992.
Urbanlocal bodieswere set-up to bring about devel op-
ment of cities in collaboration of the people so that
peopl€e's participation becomesareality if not at union
and state levels but surely at local levels.

Haryana- A Profile;

The state of Haryanawas carved out the erst-
while composite Punjab on 1st November, 1966. The
physical features, Haryana is a small state as com-
pared to many other states. In terms of the size of its
area (44, 212 sq. kms.) The state is located at 27 39
©t0 30 35 ° north latitude to 74 27.8 °to 77 36.5 ° last
longitude as per census 2001 out of this population, at
present there are 11,327,658 males and 9,755,331
females constituting 53.73 percent and 46.27 percent
respectively. Sofar asthesex ratioisconcerned, there
were 867 females after 1000 males in 1991 which
came down 861 in 2001. According to data of census
2001, in Haryana the tota literates are 12,225.036
(68.59%). Among them 8,002.496 (63.82%) are liv-
ing in rura aress.

Challenges of Urban Local Bodies:

Every state government amended their ear-
lier municipal act and made new laws in consonance
with the 74th amendment Act, 1992. The act created
more hopes in the minds of people living in urban
areas but were stifled by state government. The fol-
lowing challenges faced by the local bodies are given
asfollows:

Population Explosion in Urban areas:

Although urbanization brings about devel-
opment in the social, economical and cultural spheres
of lifeit disturbs ecological systems. Theincreasein
urban population results in asymmetric patterns in

resource utilization. With the growing urbanization
and industrialization, the environmental challenges
facing our cities have also increased. Although the
government has been undertaking severa initiatives
to solve the problem. The ingtitutional arrangements
for urban management and the quality of services are
closely linked. Strengthening the decentralized ULB
structure to cope with the demand for civic services, is
identified as the priority task of the tenth plan.
Ineffective Planning:

It hasbeen estimated by reputed agenciesthat
Indialoses 1.3 percent economic growth annually as
aresult of disputed land titles, which inhibit supply of
capital and credit for Urban uses like commercial
industrial. There are gray areas in the emerging urban
scenario. Cities exert strong pull on population that in
most cases is growing rapidly without matching ex-
pansion in infrastructure that result in immense social
and political problems. However, there is a great dif-
ference between theory and practice.

Lack of Effective Public Transport System:

The rich people in urban areas have their
owntransport whilethe poor peopledepend upon public
transport system asthey cannot afford any other means.
Urban local bodies should concentrate on:

1. Improvement and widening of congested roads, by-
passfor state highways. 2.Provide adequate truck ter-
minal and bus stand facilities.3.Provide parking and
pedestrian facilities.4.Adequate infrastructure facili-
tiesare provided for pedestrians and cyclists and non-
motorized transport (NMT) is encouraged. 5.An ap-
propriate and suitable public system is developed.
Urban poverty:

Urban poverty is the cause of all evilsin urban areas.
The urban local bodies should help the poor people.
Poverty and slums upgradation involves: (i) upgrad-
ing the physical environment by providing basic ser-
vicessuch aswater, sanitation, waste collection, storm
drainage, access roads and street lighting etc. Aswell
as ingtitutional and knowledge/information assets.
Poor status of Urban Services:

The information available on the coverage
and quality of urban servicesislimited and itsreliabil-
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ity ispoor. Effortsat poverty reduction are affected by
inadequate urban services and worsening urban envi-
ronmental conditions. This transition to an urban
society, however, has not been accompanied by a cor-
responding increase in the supply of basic urban ser-
vices like water supply, sewerage and drainage net-
work, garbage disposal facilities, citywide roads, and
public safety systems like street lighting and pedes-
trian pathways.

Lake of Effective L eader ship by Women Council-
ors: Need of Capacity Building:

One of the objectives of the Constitutional
Amendment was to ensure that the urban women play
their due role in decision-making of urban affairs.
Onethird of the seatsare reserved in favour of women.
Though the number of women presentsin the meeting
sis very high but their actual participation in the pro-
ceedings of the meetingsis not very encouraging. The
reservation of seatsin urban local bodies has ensured
more number of women on such bodies but is has yet
to ensure effective active participation. A supportive
and enabling environment isto be created and they are
encouraged to come forward and play effective role.
No respect for Decentralization: Need of Following
the Spirit of 74th Amendment Act, 1992:

The hall mark of the local governance in the
Netherlandsisthe transparency and civic engagement
in decision-making. The system is more enthusiastic-
partly in responseto initiations from. The Hague and
the European Union, in promoting, refining, encour-
aging, encouraging, finding and adopting innovative
waysof fostering thesecritical elementsof governance.
State Finance commission Haryana:

In pursuance of thearticle 243 | and 243 Y of

the constitution of India and Section 213 (Act No. Il
of 1994) and rule 3 of the Haryana State Finance
Commission Rules1994, The Commissionwould make
recommendations relating to the principles governing
the distribution between the State government and the
urban local bodies and the panchayati rgj institutions
of taxes, duties, toll and feeslivable by the State gov-
ernment.

Conclusionsand Suggestions:

In addition, there are problems of finance,
state control, and peopl€'s participation, etc. which
would be discussed separately. Urban basic services
provided by the government are considered necessary
for raising theliving standard of urban masses. These
services initiated in the Draft Fifth Five Year Plan
werereframedinthe Sixth Plan. Inview of the serious-
ness of the problem, the present study in conducted in
Haryana state. The government has tried to provide
all the basic servicesinthereach of every Urban areas.
Thereisavery low percent of the population does not
have proper sanitation facilities. No financial partici-
pation of beneficiariesinthe programmes. Lack of the
proper implementation of programmes in Haryana
there was no special programme at the state level to
streamline the water supply and sanitation.It is sug-
gested that the government should lay down specific
norms for standard material and there should be full
involvement of the beneficiaries in the purchase of
material. Each beneficiary should be satisfied withthe
quality of material. It is suggested that Public Health
Engineering Department should organize awareness
camps for the awareness of the general masses about
thepoliciesand programmes. Sufficient fundsshould
be provided for generating awareness.
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