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Time passes by, generations come and go, new ageis
coming, thingsgo on changing, thejamanaof remixis
coming ; old idealsperish, new idealstaketheir place,
old values decline, new values prosper. But from an-
cient age up to the recent age one thing remains the
sameand may remainthesamefor thenext generations
if their mentality will not change. Inthemodernage, the
21 century, man may change hisstyle, hisclothes, his
personality, his vehicles, his destination (home —bun-
galow) but he cannot change the one thing that isthe
inequality of man and woman.

Asthe cultural history of nation, outside the
country also, the status of woman and her function has
remained unchanged. In the country, asthe socio-cul-
tural history brings to light, women have been sup-
pressed, exploited and confined to homeand itswalls.
Her identity isdependent, her desiresand ambitionsare
given secondary position or neglected. From her birth
sheisneglected, disliked by her father, husband and her
sonalso. Thegeneral pictureprovidesareal account of
women’slife,inthe great India, alarge section of women
are suffering eventoday.* We have women going about
with ghungat on their faces. And women who have no
choiceto decideabout having children. Wehave many
people still advocating sati who consider dowry ane-
cessity, whocountitalosswhenagirl isbornand profit
when aboy isborn. Itisthisabysmal differencethat |
want to do away with, as a feminist”?

Present paper definitely focuses on the
marginalization of womaninthe society by portraying
the character sketch of Madhavi in the Guijarti Dalit
novel ‘Shosh’bytheyoungDalitwriter DaxaDamodara.
This is her first novel, the first Dalit novel by Dalit
women autor. In my present paper, | have made an
affempttowritethemarginal, neglected, subordinated
conditionof Madhavi. For anunwanted lady childbirth
becomes a curse and she suffered the wholelifeasan
inferior object. Asaconsequenceat theend of thenovel
Madhavi goes in comma. For the preseat paper, the
Guijarati Dalitnovel * shosh’ istaken into consideration.
It is awarded sister Nivedita First prize for 2004 by
Gujarati sahitayaparishad. Thisisthefirst Dalit novel
written by young Dalit woman author. Asthe story of
thenovel develops, we seethe pathetic, pitiful charac-
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terofafemale child namedas * Madhavi’ suffering from
her birth. The author made two parts of the novel
though she didn’t give name to each part. In the first
part, thestory of Madhavi that meansher marriageand
the struggle of Madhavi for inner love from her hus-
band ends. In the second part the very abnormal men-
tally sick condition of themind of Madhavi isdescribed.
Inthis part, the story reachesto the climax. The novel
presentsthemarginal, neglected conditionof Madhavi.
Naturally every womanwantslovewhol eheartedly, by
her parents (father—mother), her life partner (husband).
But when she didn’t get such type of love from her
parents and husband then shetotally collapses, other-
wise she will make suicide. In the preseat novel, the
protagonist of the novel * Madhavi’ gether parents love
nor her husband. Her lovgings remains unnoticed,
uncared. And asaconsequence her thirst becomes her
life. Attheend shebecomesmentally sick searchingfor
her inner love and at last she went in comma.

Inthefirst part of thenovel, weseethat M ahavi
isfrom aHindu caste, her father iswell-educated, re-
puted person. By professionisC.A. Hisfather wantsa
son for the second time But Invain Madhavi is the
second unwanted female child, of her parents. Her fa-
ther gets disappointed after her birth.

But he doesn’t show it to others. He aceepted

thearrival of thesecondfemalechild, thoughinanely he
didn’t like it. Her father always says externally, “ If
proper education and cultural trainings are provided
then even a daughter can stand by her parents,” 2 But
Madhavi knows the truth so shereplies;
“you are telling lie ...... adaughterandason .... We
want your love papa ...... your love.... If you cannot
give itto is, take your compassion, sympathy for us ,”
3Madhavi’s father a sophisticated, modern, educated
man. But only visibly, invisibly he always make com-
parison between a son and a daughter.

Madhavi, the second child, wants parental
love from her father which she could not get. Sheis
alwayssincere, obedient to her father. Alwaysready to
doany work for her father. But father never paysatten-
tiontowardsher. So, shegetsattracted towardsartsi.e.
painting and poem making. Tragedy startsin Madhavi’s
life when unfortunately her elder sister, secretly get
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marriedtotheother casteboy and ranaway. Andfor that
Madhavi get punishment because for her father the
runaway daughter islike adead person.

In college days, when shewasin H.S.C. she
getsattracted by aDalit boy RgjendraM akawana, who
isnot sointelligent but an average student. Sheisfond
of making beautiful poems and desires she will show
them to Ragjendra. But unfortunately, her father read
them and warns her to concentrate on her study. Her
father wantsthat M adhavi shouldbecomeaCA likehim
sometimes she also thinks about her father’s statusand
ofher lovei.e Rajendras low status “where my father is
..... where our cultured family is and there this lower
caste Rajendra is ... Shit.” 4+ Madhavi paints various
typesof pictures. Her paintingisreally beautiful . For her
itistheonly mediumthroughwhich shecanexpressher
love. But her father also banned on it.

She passed her H.S.C. exam with minimum
marks. ThenshewanttojoinB.A. Firstyear Atthattime
her father becomes very angry and she scolds her. At
that time, Madhavi totally collapses and shefeelsher-
self guilty about not satisfying her father’s expecta-
tions. Sheblamesto herself, shecould not risefromthat
condition and becomes an abnormal. She wants love
from her father, but her father always scolds her. At
every moment whenever her father get chance
dehunanised her. Never caresabout her, her anxieties,
her dreamsetc.

Thisisthereal sagaof every unwanted femalechildin
Indian society. She expresses her misery.

“1 wantto cry somebody’sname ..... butname | forgot
I want to cry from the depth of my Heart on
somebody’sname......thirst stuckto ....Where I should
go? My inner self is dry and wants love.” ®

Madhavi’s mother, another female character
from the novel, has no voice. She doesn’t have any
existence of her own. But manytime she consoles her
daughter. Madhavi’s love for Rajendra also finished.
Because she totally becomes disturbed and
abnormal.Once, she painted a beautiful picture of a
woman, whoisvery * thirsty’ like her thirstof love. She
Isfascinated towardsK utch, theland swallowed upthe
once highlyadvanced civilization .... Butatthe present
conditionknown astheland of calamitiesand deserted
zone. Later on her father takes her care but in vain.
Nothing happens. When psychiatrist advised painting
isthe best way for expressing her feelings at that time
her father givesall thepaintinginstrumentsto her. L ater
on Madhavi’s father decidesabout her marriage. When
Madhavi iscompleting her B.A. studies, insecondyear,
her father arrangesher marriage. Shemarriedto Purandar,
thefootball player,amanager, workinginaprivatefirm.,
Purandar’s mother is a serious patient. She doesn’t
haveany her choicein her own home. But shecaresfor

Madhavi so, purandar’s aunt child widow rule all the
house which Madhavi didn’t like.Madhavi wants love
from purandar whole heartedly. She desiresthe inner
love(spiritual love) from her husband but not thephysi-
cal love. Butshedidn’tgetthe spiritual type of love from
her husband. He seestowardsher just asawifeand for
hissexual desires. Madhavi doesnot hate sex but does
notwantonly sex from her husband. Shesays; *Love
and sex are the two sides of the same coin which can
never be one.” ©

But her husband Purandar could not under-
stand her feelings, her emotions. Whereas Madhavi
surrendersher body to himself for fulfilling hissexual
desires. Madhavi does not like husband wife’s only sex
relationship. Thustheir life is going on. They have a
son, Rahul. Daysgoingon. Madhavi desiresinner love
from her husband but she didn’t get it. Her husband
never understand her real feelings. And in the mean-
time, again Rajendra, the famous painter entersin the
city, hedevotedhiswholelifetopainting.AganMadhavi
wantinher previouslife, that meanslifebeforemarriage.
So, the arrival of Rajendra disturbs her life.Madhavi
does painting at home with her husband’s permission
because he wants so. And Purandar brought them,
Madhavi and Rajendra together and he again doubts
abouttheirrelationship. ButMadhavi’s love for Rajendra
isnot sensual type because Rgjendraisagood friend,
companion, ateacher cum guideto her.

Themarital lifeof Madhavi and Purandar does
not going without clashes. So, Purandar demands di-
vorce from Madhavi. But Madhavi doesn’twant it. For
that she leaves painting. Her son Rahul also makes
good paintings. Sheloves her son from her heart. But
her husband, emotionally and mentally torturesher by
saying bad things about Rajendra. So, Madhavi again
becomesmentally sick and abnormal .Rg endraisagood
fellow so hetakesthe decision of leaving the city, and
this thing could not bear by Madhavi she was totally
tormented and destroyed due to her husband’s doubts
on her.Then Purandar takes Madhavi to Kutch, for
making her fresh and normal. From her childhood
Madhavi disturbs. Shelamentson her pitiful condition,
she says to herself.
“lwanttoweep !”’/“ Butcan I notweep.”’ / Sometimes
she becomes out of control/ “Who Am | ? ”/ “Where
AmIl?”8

In Kutch, they visited so many places.
Bhadreshwar is one of them. It is the place of Jains’
pilgrimage. It isabelief behind it that it was built by
Dudo shah,aaDalitship—ownerofmiddle age. Hewas
arich merchant whose ships went abroad for selling
goods. During the time of vikram savant 1313 - 1315
Kutch becamethe victim of drought. Peoplelost their
liveswithout adrop of water. At that timeDudo shah had
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built the step- well for the Untouchables. Inthe begin-
ning Dudo shah could not complete the step well be-
cause his ships had not returned to shore —so it was not
possible to build the step — well but Desal the young
boomingDalityouthwho sacrificed hislifeand gavethe
money to Dudo shah to complete the step — well.

The author has presented theinter castelove
story for describing the mental condition of the pro-
tagonist, Madhavi. It is the inter-caste love story of
Desal and Rgjal, amaid fromroyal class. Theprinceof
Bhadreshwar goesto proposeto Rgjal. But Rgjal who
is beautiful as well as brave and also a poetess. She
kindly refusesthe proposal so, theprincefeelsinsulted
and decides to teach her alesson so, he sends Desal,
the Dalit youth as a poet and hero. It a secret contract
betweenthem, princeand Desal. So, Desal acceptsthe
challenge, he gets money from the prince and he gave
that money to Dudo shah to compl ete the construction
of step-well Ragjal loves Desal. But when she cameto
know abouttheDalit casteof Desal, sherejeetshislove
and complains about her cheating. Death punishment
isgiventoDesal. But Rajal couldnottolerateit because
sheloveshim so much. After the death of Desal, Rajal
feelsherself guilty.

Madhavi seesthe step-well, thereal story of
Dalit (untouchable’s) misery, sufferings. She couldnot
bear it. Madhavi feels the miseries for herself also.
Madhavi comparesherself with Rgjal and considering
herself asRajal speaksthekutchi dialoguaswith Desal.
So, Rahul and Purandar get bewildered, Rahul disturbs
so much, he didn’tgetany answer of why his mother is
behavinginthisawesomemanner. Hecries, weepsand
asks question to his mother ; what happens to you
Mama ? ” ° Madhavi considers herself as Rgjal and
Rajendra as Desal. Once, madhavi lonely went to
Kanthakot, to meet her lover Rgjendra i.e. Desal
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Kanthakot isthe 14" century built fort situated on the
top of hill by vaghela dynasty of Gujarat but now re-
mains the desert place. No one allows to go there.
Madhavi feels that Rgjal belongs to Kanthakat so he
goesthere. In Kanthakot how Desal wasbeheaded, is
presented. Rajal ( Madhavi) feels guilty for doing
injusticeto Desal. Madly she runsin search of her true
love, Desal ( Rgjendra). She collapses but Purandar
saves her. After seeing Madhavi’s condition gone out
of control, Purandar slaps her. But when she becomes
normal, wentincomma.Thus, the novel, “ shosh’ ( thirst)
ends on anote thirst for love, love of parent, love of
husband. Madhavi’s pitiful condition. In her childhood,
she doesn’tget parental love. After marriage she doesn’t
get the spiritual love, from her husband. She remains
thirsty forever for inner love. And thisis her tragedy.
Nonecan understand her, nor her parents, nor
her husband, even her son. And at last she becomes
puppet, a soul without any body consisting of
feelings.Here, Madhavi isacharacter who isnot con-
sciousabout ‘ self  or herexistence, her identity. Buthis
revolt isreally humanistic one. Shewantsto liveasa
human being.So, at | ast, through thispaper | wantto say
that castefactor inIndiacausesemotional suppression.
And emotional suppression causes mentally distur-
bance, and when it suppressesit causesto self disaster
and others life as0.S0, our society and parent should
understand child’s feelings specially of daughter.
According to Mahatmaphule, there are 50%
womenin India. But they arein neglected positioni.e.
illiterate suppressed position. So, our country didn’t
made much progress. Female is a “sarjanshil” human
being she hasthe power of creativity something beau-
tiful and beyond the zenith, if an opportunity she will
get. Sohonor them. Givethem opportunity of progress.
Only thenour country in2020will becomeaM ahasatta.
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