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INTRODUCTION :- _ ) 1)LACK OF IRRIGATION FACILITY :-
Rural economy in Maharashtra still depends Indian agriculture is mostly dependent on ca-

on agriculture and industries based on agricultugriciousness of nature, it has turned out to be a kind of
Due to the frequent infertility , capriciousness gfambling. Though the availabality of irrigation facilities
nature and consequent crop failure attraction faad increased upto some extenttie post indepen-
agriculture business is decreasing day by. dajence era, farming in mastthe areas still depends on
Frequeutincidents of suicide by farmers has attraciggture. Because oupoliticians have delebaratly
the attention of government and thinkers. 2400 farfawoured imbalance in the implementation of irrigation
ers committed suicide during the peroid of June - 206dhemes, most 15 farmers have committed suicide.The
to 30 Oct. 2006, in Maharashtra, majority of them bgsct that 127 case of suicide took place in September 2006
longing to theVidarbha provinceAccording to the proves that the special package offered by the central
claims oVidarbha movement committee, 1000 farmesovernment could not effectively check the tendency of
committed suicide within 17 months during the periagmong farmers to commit suicide.of the areas remained
of June - 2005 to 20 Oct. 2006 Meotmal district 261 non-irrigated. EspeciallyVestVidarbha loeVidarbha
farmers committed suicide, 186Amravati, 13 in  (Varhad)is known as the most backldgeted province
Akola, 112 inWashim 128 in Buldhana, 80Wardha, in the state . Which is clear from the following table.

32inNagpur35in Chandrapy28in Bhandara, 10in[SyNo [ Districts Irrigation backlog
Garhchiroli and in Gondiya district (in crore)
According to the eminent sociologist Emifp1 Akola & Washin 2499
Durkhin mental weakness is not the only psychologi- (jointly)
cal factor which compels farmers to commit suicidg? Amravati 2347
but the social factor is the only thing which competg Buldhana 2161
them to commit suicide. On the basis of sociologice4 Aurangabad 1955
theory of Durkhem governmenthich implements |05 Yeotmal 1774
agricultural policy in the countryGovernment pg Jalana 1529
michinery which fixes thegricukural production o7 Dhule 1401
value and the planners who have been trying to @g- Latur 806
velop country through the medium of plannigs a Nashik 777
responsible for the increasing incidents of sucid Ratnagiri 693
among farmers. Thegh interest rate of private money After studying above table we come to know
lendersiginother leading factor responsible for farmnat, there are only three districts in the state having more
ers’ suicide. than 2000 crores backlog, and these three districts are
SOME MAJOR REASONSBEHIND FARMERS  from theAmravati Revenue Division, stillthe backlog of
SUICIDE :- Akola andWashim is computed jointland 13 talukas
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are from this district have an enourmaus backlog of According to one of the surveys from
1499 croresAnother important thing is that, this ared/idarbhanear about 9 lac farmer families are under debt
is known as saline water Belt area. Therefore most of the of 17 lac farmer families fromAmravatieotmal,

land is under th8aLiIne WATER BELT areaAs a result Akola. Wardha, Buldhana and/ashim inVidarbha
number of farmers’ families have been living their livggrovince According to one of my surveys the condi-

in extreme povert§Frequent crop failure and the abovéon of farmers saving and debt is as shown bdldg
stated situation compel them to commit suicid#ear from the above table that, farmers who can affored
therefore, this business is not that much attractite.save money are four times less than farmers who are
Near about 5862 farmers committed suicide in seviendebt. It seems from the above satistics that almost
stutes during the period of 2002 to 2004 and this inf@&8% farmers are under debt, and only 18% farmers are
mation was provided in Parliament by the governmenapable of saving mondyebt of small land owners
STATEWISE SATISTICS OF FARMERS’ SUICIDE  are about 84% whereas percentage of farmers holding
DURING THE PERIOD OF 2002 TO 2004. more land is about 52%. Due to debt farmers have to

Sr. Fates Number offarmers spend large share from their income on repaying debt,
No. committed suicide. as a result they can not fulfill their primary and basic
01 Karnataka 3319 needs.

o2 Andhrapradegh 1510 3)PLANNER'SIGNORANCE TOWARDS FARM-

03 Maharashtra 835 ING :- Planning is an effective way to bring about
04 Kerala 180 economic development. Indéfirst Prime Minister Mr

05 Gujrrat 15 Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru dreamed to develop agricul-
06 Panjab 02 ture and rural area through the medium of planning, but
07 Orisa 01 in 21" century Pandit. Nehrs'dream remains unful-

filled In First FiveYear Plan more emphasis was given
Fromthe above statistics it comes to notice that, a lagyeagriculture and rural development during the period
number of farmers from Maharash&adhra-Pradesh of 1951 to 1956. But in later planning argriculture and
and Karnataka committe suicide butin Gujarath, Punjaival development were neglected completely
and Orisa the number of farmer committed suiciddiERCENTAGE RATIO OF EXPENDITURE ON AG-
less. Therefore it seems that lack of irrigation facilitiél CUL TURE AND FIVE YEAR PLAN

thatis to say the dominance of rainfed farming is mosfilr- - Five Percentage ratio
responsible for farmers’ suicide. No Year of total expenditure
2) DEBTNESS :-Debt of farmers have beenincreasing Plans with agriculture
day by daydue to the capriciousness of nature, lavi$h—t—7— e eXpe”dng"_‘é -
expenditure on weddings, and lack of proper price §0b" | iy five year plan 20.00
productsAs a result most of farmers have to take loars | i1« five year plan 20.00
from private money-lenders on high interestrate upta | v five year plan 24.00
2to 10% per month by mortgaging their land. There5 | V" five year plan 20.00
fore, they have to spend a large share of their inco VI five year plan 13.90
on repaying loan taken from private money-lendefs’ V”‘h‘hf'f‘_’e year p'?” 23-0‘;
Many a time they can not release mortgage land fr X("'h' ﬁvg’ié’:%g:” 1 9:20
private money lenders, and due to this helpless sithgy | w five year plan 03.95

tion they commit suicide.

Kind of | Farmers whb  Fammbrs Balahcaoal It is clear from the above table that a _ con&derable
farmers | can offord in detht amount of money was ermarked for agriculture, butin
to save later five year plans agriculture business was neglected
Small 07 42 05 50 and less expenditure had been ermarked on agriculture
Farmery developmentAs a result, agriculture business was
Big 1 26 09 50 pushed to the backward, due to this, the condition of
Farmers farmers deteriorating day by ddgdia is called as an
Total 18 68 14 100 ; 0 .
agriculture country but actually only 10% National
Annual Income is acquired from the agriculture busi-
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ness. More than 65% people still depend on agricultuBTORAGE FACILITIES FOR AGRICUL TURE
Because ofthe contraversial policies of planners IndiBRODUCTS :-
farmers pulled into economic complexity Duetothe lack of storage facilities for agricul-
REMEDIES - ture products, farmers have to sell their products, crops
Following remedies should be implementetb merchant at very low rate, therefore, they can not get
to change the miserable condition of farmers in Indi@asonable price for their production. On the other hand
and inVidharbha. the traders take advantage of this drawback on the part
REMOVING IRRIGA TIONBACKLOG of thefarmers and earn huge profit at the cost of the
Rainfed farming is done in most parts ofarmers. Therefore, store houses should be estab-
Vidarbha . Because of lack of irrigation they have tished afaluka as well asrural level to putan end tothe
depents on capriciousness of nature as a result mexgloitation of farmers by traders. Besides, loan should
time they have to face famine. It means that lack loé made available tothe farmers atlow interestrate by
irrigation is the major problem of farmers. Thereforenortgaging the agricultural produces stored in the
huge backlog frorividarbha must be removed by progodowns. Thus the exploitation of farmers by traders
viding irrigation facilities to rainfed farmers by theand private money-lenders would be cheked to some

government. extent.
MAKING PROVISIONFORLOAN AT LOW INTER- TOGIVEPREFERENCE TOORGANICFARMING :-
ESTRATE - Farmers themselves have to reduce their expenditure

High interest rate of Co-operative Bank andn modern seeds, fertilizersand insecticides by giving
monopoly of private money-lenders compel farmerspoeference to organic farming.
spend major share from theirincome. In this way privaRESER/ATION FOR ARMERS CHILDRENIN EDU-
money lenders and bankers became rich. So farm@ATION :- There should be reservation for poor farm-
must be provided loan at 2% interest rate from Cers children in education and training as well as in
operative Bank by government. If the enough and agkrvice sectors.
equate loan is provided to the farmers at low interddEAL THIMPROVMENT PROGRAMME
rate, it would help to relieve farmers from the clutches In order toimprove the health of rural people;
of the private money-lenders. modern hospitals, midicines and other health care facili-
PROVIDING REASONABLE PRICEFORFARM ties should be provided at rural level at lower rate.
PRODUCTS ON THE BASIS OF PRODUCTION CONCLUSION:
EXPENDITURE :- Thus poverty of Indian farmers is subject of
Non-agricultural products get reasonableesearch and deep thinking. Sincere implemintation of
price onthe basis of production expenditure  produthese welfare schemes by the government and
Therefore government should take steps to fix reasdavourable response to these governmental efforts on
able price for farmers agriculture produéts.well as the part of the farmers willundoubtedly bring golden
selling and buying process of agricultural productiays for Indian farming .
should be done through co-oprative and sell-purchas-
ing centres.
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