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Introduction

Kiran Deai isthelatest and glorious namein
theworld of Englishwriting and diaspora. Shewonthe
Man Booker prize for her very second novel 'Inherit-
ance of Loss. Thisaward has put her in the first rank
with Salman Rushdie, Arvind Adiga, Arundhati Roy,
Ruth Prawal Jhabwal etc. Sheborninlndiaandwentto
USA attheageof 14.shestudied at there. 'Hallaball oo
in the Guave Orchard' is her debut novel. She spent
eight yearsto writing her second novel 'I nheritance of
Loss. KiranDesai'sworksdeal withthedifferent theme.
Kiran Desai's novels havetheir seed in the Indian soil
andtradition. Multiculturalism, cultural predicaments,
loss of I dentity, class-distinction, existentialism, feel-
ing of isolation and nostalgic emotions etc are the
important qualities of her works. 'Hallaballoo in the
GuavaOrchard' and'I nheritanceof Loss arevery much
Indian novels which deal with the Indian society, In-
dian culture and Indian people.
Psychoanalytical Realism

AnitaDesai isone of the most powerful and distin-

guished Indian English novelists. She has an extraor-
dinary sharpness and penetration of vision. Her writ-
ings have drawn world-wide critical attention. Anita
Desai hasadded anew dimensiontothelndian English
fiction: theexploration of human psyche Cry, the Pea-
cock, Anita Desai's first novel, has been described as
atrendsetter inthefield of psychoanalytical realism. It
explorestheinner world of themainprotagonist, Maya,
and demonstrates her fear, insecurity and strange be-
havior. Through her, she depictsaworld of alienation,
loneliness and suffering. Maya is described as a hys-
terical character whose impending tragedy is sugges-
tively foreshadowed, time and again. SSSS
Identity and Cultural

'Hallaballoointhe GuavaOrchard' isthestory
of ayoung mannamed Sampath Chawalaand hisstruggle
toget hisldentity. Kiran Desai'salmost every character
struggle for identity and cultural set up throughout
their lives. Sampath aso the person who faced total
failureand frustration in hislife. Sampath got thejob
in the post office through the reference of his father
R.K.Chawlawhoisthehead clerk inthe Reserve Bank.
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But Sampath was not happy and satisfied with thejob.
Heled purposelesslife. He desired to escape fromthe
mundane lifestyle and want to get new identity as a
popular person. Healwaystried to seek theidentity. He
escaped fromhismiddleclasssituation and want to get
the better and peaceful life. He wanted to get rid of
'Hallaballoo' from hislife. Hisseek of identity led him
to Guava Orchard. He headsfor the hillsand takesup
residencein aguavaorchard on the outskirts of town,
followed by hisfamily. In this new context, Sampath's
chronic daydreamingisreinterpreted asalife of spiri-
tual contemplation and he swiftly develops a local
reputation as a holy man.

For awhileit seemsthat Sampath'sescapehas
been a solution to everyone's problems as he settles
happily intothelifeof aguru. Thenovel introducesthe
sleepy town Shahkot, which comesalivewhen Sampath
Chawla, amiddle-class purposeless post office clerk,
triesto escapehisrepeated failuresby climbingaguava
tree and gaining recognition as a hermit.
IndianAtmosphereand Culture

Another character from'Inheritance of Loss
isJemubhai Popatlal Patel who alsoledisolatedlifein
Kalimpong. Jemubhai Patel iscalled astheJudge. The
judge alwaystried to establish hisidentity asaperson.
HestudiedinEngland. Inorder toqualify forthelndian
civil service, Jemubhai, lonely and isolated, studies
eighteen hoursaday, hundred hoursaweek. Whenthe
results are declared and he has made it- even though
hisnameisthelast one onthelist. In England, he had
never accepted as a British man and his struggle be-
tween two cultures made him bitter and frustrated.
Jemubhai crosses the border to return to his native
country he actually never returns.

He crosses to another domain- a self-hate,
where he is at odds with himself. He banished his
innocent wife to her home where she gives birth to a
daughter, languishes and finally diestragically. Sai is
the central character of Kiran's second novel 'l nherit-
anceof Loss. Sai isthegranddaughter of the Judgeand
orphangirl of fourteenyears. Theyoung girl Sai isalso
someone who crosses over from boundaries of the
convent to the world outside. Her parents had been
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killed in an accident in Russia where her father was
training to beaspace pilot. With no other relative, and
her maternal grandfather's namethe only onelistedin
the convent register, the orphaned Sai is sent from
DehraduntoKalimpong. Thetwoworldsarecompletely
different fromeach other asarethe peoplewhoinhabit
them. Inthe Dehradun convent Sai had no real friends
andtheambienceof guilt and sin pervaded their every-
day lives. InKalimpong, sheisthrust into the company
of peoplewho areidiosyncratic, peculiar individuals.
In contrast to the worlds of rules and regulations and
consequent punishments for breaking them, here she
isfree and interacts with all these people on her own
terms. They too grow very fond of her accepting her for
what she is making her apart of their group. Shetried
to find her identity in Indiaand try to mould herself in
Indian atmosphere and culture.

Sheisclosewith her house cook. Thecook is
the nameless character of the novel. His nameless
character suggested his non-identical condition in
Judge's home, society and even other's life. Nobody
even caretoknow cook'snamethroughout hislife. The
character of the cook showstheclear class-distinction
in Indian society. He lost the hope to get his identity
in his own surroundings. He is happy with his son
Biju'slife. She send hissonto USA to earn money and
success. But Bijufaced agreat identity issuesin USA.
HewenttoAmericaillegally. Hislifeat therewasvery
miserable and difficult. He worked in the chain of
restaurant and lived in the basement. He hardly went
out and never enjoyed the American life. When he
worked at there, peopledespised himand insulted him
by called him 'black man' or 'outsider'. He passed his
days forcefully and miserably. He could not show his
identity and could not adjust himself in American
culture. At last, he came back to Indiabut herealso he
could not remain happy. So, the cultural predicaments
and loss of identity messed his total life.
Shameless and Loneliness of her Life
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Judge'swife Nimi Patel isalso the victim of theloss of
identity and cultural predicaments. Bela, the wife of
Jemubhai Patel ,was so beautiful daughter of
Bomanbhai. Shemarriedwithhimat theageof fourteen.
At that time, the opinion of brideand groomwasnot at
all important. Her only valueisher father gave alot of
‘dowry'. Otherwise she was valueless. Her name was
changed immediately after marriage and she became
Nimi Patel. Thejudge alwaysmistreated her and learnt
same lesson of shameless and loneliness to her. She
lived in her house like 'good for nothing'. He did not
accompany with her husband anywhere and stayed
alone. Likeher life, shedied withinthesefour walls of
her house and never became a 'better half' of her hus-
band. She never got anything accept her name. Her
identity remained unconsciousand purposel esstill the
end of her life.

There are many other characters who sur-
vived for their Identities and existences. The title of
Kiran's second novel suggeststhrust or seeks of Iden-
tity and effort to achieveit again. 'Inheritance of Loss
is about to maintain or fulfil hereditary loss. Kiran's
mother AnitaDesa nominated threetimesfor theBooker
prize but she could not achieveit. Kiran won the pres-
tigious Booker prizefor her second novel 'I nheritance
of Loss. She actually maintains her mother'sloss and
got theprize. Thetitleisalso very identical and appro-
priate for her award winning novel.

Conclusion

Kiran Desai'swork described variousuniver-
sal problemslike- classdistinction, cultural differences,
loss of Identity specially female identity, the role of
woman in Indian society, insurgency, superstitious
etc. Her first novel 'Hallaball oo in the Guava Orchard'
is the nice example to show superstitious mentality
pervaded inIndian society. Peopleworshipsthe Baba-
who was failure and purposel ess Youngman who had
nothingto do climb onthe Guavatree and pronounced
himself asaBaba. Itismarvelloussatire onthe Indian
society. Kiran Desai points out the keen analysis and
psychoanalysis through her works and writings.
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