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ABSTRACT

Both Chinaand| ndiahaveanumber of ethnicminorities. Duetohistorical reasonstherehasbeen ethnic
engagement in different degreesin both countries, sometimes leading to separatist movements. It is
certain that conformity with the common interest of India and Chinato refrain from supporting these
movements in each other country. This paper shows that Sino-Indian relations have become more
mature. Thismaturity will bean important factor in stabilizing relations between thetwo countries. In
general the prospect of Sino-Indian relationsin new century isgood and bright. It ishoped that I ndia
and China, through their friendship will make new historical contributionsto civilization asthey did

in ancient times.
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Introduction

Sincebeginningrelationshipof IndiaChina

canbecharacterized asthedirection"fromfriend-
shiptoconfrontation, fromconfrontationtodétente
and fromdétentetonormalization". Asthey step
into 21st century, they shared thecommonhistoric
responsibility of promoting social and economic
development of their vast popul ation, of safeguard-
ing regional and global peace and establishing a
just and rational new world order. Indeed these
objectives are seen as setting out the strategic
framework fortheir relationship. Anewrevival in
therelationship of Indiaand Chinacamewiththe
visgtof IndianPrimeMinister Rgjiv Gandhi toChina
in1988.
During hisvisit variouseffortswere madetofind
out asettlement of border dispute. Toresolvethe
boundary dispute, the two countries decided to
constitute a Joint Working Group (JWG). The
leaders of both the countries agreed to increase
cooperationineconomic, cultural andtechnol ogi-
cal fields. Twosidesexpressedfull faithinthefive
principlesof 'Panchsheel’ and indicated their de-
sireto promotegood neighbourly and friendly re-
lationson the basi s of those principles.

After 1991, therelationsof Indiaand China
got momentum with the visit of Chinese Premier
Li Peng (after agap of 31 years). Asaresult of
avisit two sides decided upon periodic meetings
between military personnel on regular basis to

ensurepeaceandtranquility ontheir borders. Both
the sides agreed to resume border trade and to
encourage the expansion of economic relations
andjointventures. They determinedto cooperate
inthefieldsof health, education, energy and agri-
culture. It was also agreed that Indiawould re-
establish a consulate in Shanghai and Chinain
Bombay after thegap of 29years, (bothnow func-
tioning).

InMay 1992, IndianPresident, R. Venkata
Raman paid aformal visitto China(first visit by
any Indian President). On thisoccasionthelead-
ersof thetwo countries showed their keennessto
solvetheboundary issueand political directiveto
be givento the'Joint Working Group' to speed up
the search of the solution for the boundary ques-
tion. During thevisit, the President of Indiasaid
inoneof hisspeechesthat Tibet isan autonomous
region of Chinaand Indiadoes not support Dal ai
Lamasany anti-Chinese political activities.

In 1993, the visit of Indian Premier PV.
NarshimhaRaoto Chinaand agreedfor themain-
tenance of peace and tranquility alongtheline of
actual control. During the visit of Chinese Presi-
dent Zemin (thefirst ever visit by Chinese Presi-
dent) inNovember 1996, an agreement wassigned
onnottocrossthelineof actual control andreduce
troops and armaments on border of India-China
and establisheda'Construction Cooperative Part-
nership'.
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Problems

Theserelationssufferedasetbackinearly
1998 when Indian Defence Minister George
Fernandesstatedthat Chinaisindiasthreat No. 1.
ApartfromthisSino-Indianbilateral rel ationsfur-
ther deterioratedwiththeexplosionsat Pokhranin
May 1998. Chinastrongly condemned thesetests
and describes them as ‘outrageous contempt' for
theInternational community. Chinaalsoinsisted
that Indiashould be covered by theentry into the
forceclausein CTBT eventhoughitsmeansfoist-
ing atreaty opposed by the Indian people.

Despiteall thisIndiatry to giveaprojec-
tionthat it wantsthebest rel ationswith Chinaand
would continueher dialogue. Indiasrelationwith
China showed some improvement in the begin-
ning of 1999, when India sent a delegation to
Beizing. Thetwo countries agreed to cooperate
inthefields of culture, human resources and en-
vironment. DuringtheKargil conflict, Chinare-
mained neutral. In April 2000, India Chinacel-
ebrated the 50th anniversary of the establi shment
of their diplomaticrelations. In June2000, Indian
PresidentK.R. Narayanpaidavisitto China, during
thevisit and agreement was set up i.e. 'Eminents
Persons Group' (EPG).

In June 2003, during the visit of Indian
PrimeMinister Atal Bihari Vg payeetoChinasome
agreementsweremaderel ated to humanresource,
development of visa procedure and science and
technology. InApril 2005, Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabaovisited India; duringthisvisit ajoint state-
ment was made by the both Prime Ministersi.e.
to establish a strategic and cooperative partner-
shipfor peaceand prosperity. Suchpartnershipis
totally based on the principles of 'Panchshed'.
Wen Jiabao however, did not categorically sup-
port India's candidaturefor the permanent seat in
United NationsSecurity Council. Instead heindi-
catedthat | ndiawould bewel comed as"animpor-
tant playerintheUN". After 44 yearsthereopen-
ing of 'NathulaPass' on July 6, 2006 isaclearcut
index of their cordial relations.

Prospects

The prospects of economic cooperation
between thetwo countriesarevery bright. Bilat-
eral between the two countries has risen signifi-
cantly fromUS$100millionin1994to US$13.6
billionby 2008, US$13hillionby 2010andUS$

66billionin2012. Itisnow recognizeby boththe
countriesthat India's software capabilities could
be combined effectively with Chinese hardware
strengths. A number of Indian Companies have
shown their interest in China, Indian total con-
tracted investment in Chinais about US $ 235
million. It isevident from the preceding account
that efforts have been steeped up by both sides
and remarkabl e progress has been made in their
economicrelations. Both the states haverealized
that stable, purposeful and peaceful relationsbe-
tweenthemarefavorableintheirlongterminterest.

Tradevolume between thetwo countries
grew quite fast in the last decade and thereis a
great potentiality in further developing trade be-
tween them. Both China and India has huge
markets. They are engaged in economic reforms
for moreeconomic devel opment in boththe coun-
tries. Morevarieties of commodities could be of -
fered for exchange, economic cooperation in the
fieldsof steel, petroleum, space, softwareetc. has
been devel oped. Exchange of experienceintheir
economic reform can be very useful since both
countries have anumber of common problems.

Indiaand Chinahaveidentical viewsand
stands on many internati onal questionsboth sup-
port the reform of United Nations and hold the
same view that expansion of Security Council
shouldfollow theprinciplefair distributionof dif-
ferent regionsand ensure an appropriate balance
betweendevel opinganddevel oped countries. Both
areinfavor of amulti-polar world. With all these
common interests a constructive partnership be-
tweenthetwo countrieswill certainly berealized
in the 21st century.

It is inevitable that there will be some
problems and differences between two close
neighborslike Chinaand India, both arehandling
these problems and differencesin a correct way
is essential for the maintenance of their friendly
relations. The boundary question i.e. based on
Mac Mahon Line between India and China the
mostimportant questionintheir bilateral relations
and has always been challenge to the wisdom of
the leaders of both countries. Both the countries
share 3540km borderlinewith each other. Sothe
controversy on such a long borderline is not a
strangething.
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Thisvery linebecame one of thereasonsof Sino-
Indianwar of 1962. Dueto theseboundary ques-
tion the entire process was almost remain stable
upto1988. Theagreement onthemaintenance of
peace and tranquility alongthelineof actual con-
trol in the India-China border areas on 7th Sep-
tember 1993 and the agreement on 'Confidence
BuildingMeasures inthemilitary fieldalongline
of actual control in the India-China border areas
on 29 November 1996 have shownthat both sides
have adopted a wise two step approach on the
boundary question.

India has expressed its concern on the
development of rel ati ons between Chinaand Pa-
kistan especially on Chinas arms sales to Paki-
stan. Beijing knows very well the direction in
which these missiles and weapons may be used.
In view of Chinaslong standing friendship with
Pakistan and its assistance in Pakistan Nuclear
Weapon Programme, it was expected by Pakistan
that Chinawould stand by it ontheKargil issuebut
China did not give any positive support. At this
movement liketherest of international community
Chinaal so asked Paki stan towithdraw itsregular
aswell as other intrudersfrom Kargil.

ThusChinafor thefirst timeafter several
yearstook apositionthat supported Indiasstrength.
In recent years China has adopted a policy of
separate devel opment of itsrelations with India
and Pakistan. Chinasrel ationswith either Indiaor
Pakistan arenot directed agai nst any third country
or at the expense of any third country. Chinais
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alsoinfavor of solvingtheKashmir problemthrough
peaceful negotiation.

Onthequestion of Tibet, theChineseside
has expressed its concern about the continued
activity in India by some Tibetans against their
motherland. Indiahasreaffirmed that it doesnot
alow Tibetansto engageinany anti-Chinapoliti-
cal activitiesinlndia. Itisexpected that withmore
effort by Indiato fulfill its commitment, differ-
encesbetween Chinaand Indiaon thequestion of
Tibet havebeengradually diluted. Onthequestion
of Sikkim, Chinahasadopted aflexibleattitude. In
October 2004, Sikkim wasremoved fromthelist
of regional countries on Beijing official website
and Chinese World Affairs year Book 2003-04
and showed Sikkim as part of India.
Conclusion

Though there are still some differences
between China and India on the nuclear issue.
But al thishasbeen delinked fromtheir bil ateral
relations in recent years. To maintain their rela-
tionsfriendly, thereisgood sign that both China
andIndiahave adopted practical andflexiblepoli-
cies. On the one hand both are making great
efforts to resolve these differences through the
visits of the heads of governments of both the
statesand dial ogues: Ontheother hand bothagree
that problemsand differences should not become
barrierstothedevel opment of their friendly rela-
tions. The further development of friendly rela-
tionswill createmorefavorableconditionsandthe
ultimate sol ution of problems and differences.
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