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ABSTRACT

'Mixed ability' or 'heterogeneous' are the terms usually used to describe classes made up of students of different levels
of proficiency. Whatever may be the content, it is ultimately teaching how to acquire language skills. However, bright
students may feel held back, whereas weaker students may feel pressured. When there are students having mixed ability
in the same classroom, each individual can bring different and new ideas to the process of teaching-learning situation.
Since they are from different cultural backgrounds having different world-views and values, it may take enough time on
their part as far as acquisition of language skills is concerned
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Introduction:

Teaching English to the rural learnersre-
quirescompetency onthepart of ateacher. TheEnglish
language, whichistaught in India, isof British origin.
The story of Englishin Indiabeganin 1835. ItisLord
Macaul ay, the law member of the council of Governor
General and president of the Board of Education, pre-
sented his celebrated minutes in favour of English
education. Through English Education, he desired to
produce a class of person-Indian in blood and colour
but English in taste and intellect.

However, before Independence the English
language played amulti-dimensional rule. Soon after
Independence, there arose a controversy regarding
retention of English in India. The place of Englishin
schools and university curriculum became the major
issue. Better teaching-learning situation of language
depends upon curiosity of thelearner in general being
it a subconscious process. The behaviorists reduced
language learning to imitative behavior.

Asteachers of English, we spend a consider-
able amount of time in teaching our students to speak
and write English correctly. Yet, errors appear on the
part of the students throughout school and college
education. We often feel frustrated in our efforts, and
keepwonderingwhy itissodifficult totreat errors. We
must remember that studentsgenerally start learning a
second language (i.e. English) only after they acquire
the first language.

Objectives:

In any teaching-learning situation of English as
language, three conditions seemto bevital. They are:
* Toteach Englishasasubjectinamixed ability class.
* To apply appropriate methods and material sof teach

ing to achieve the goal.
* Totest systematically to ensure whether the goal is

realised or not.

It must also be realised that English teaching means
teachingacquisitionof languageskills. They aremainly
Comprehension skills and Productive skill. Compre-
hension skills are- Reading and listening. The teacher
should take care to teach the student for real life pur-
poses. Themajor objectivesbehind teaching thesetwo
skillsare:

1. To enable students to understand feelings of other.
2. To gather information.

3. To review what one understands

4. To appreciate the writer's/speaker's work.

5. Tobecomefaster inreadingtheforeignlanguage(i.e.
English).

Teaching thetwo other skillsisalso anintegral partin
this respect. They are (Productive skills) Writing and
Speaking. The sole purpose of teaching these two
skillsare:

1. To express feelings without stammering.

2. Toinformor makeother familiar with.

3. Torecord or plan

4. To argue or refine what one understands.

Besides teaching these skills, Grammar teaching has
some basic aspects. They are- Grammar for communi-
cation, as discourse, grammar as games and fluency
oriented grammar teaching.

Material & Methods:

Inpresent study, weapplied anal ytical method
based on field study reports, interviews and intensive
reading of relevant books. However, beforeattempting
to discussabout rural undergraduates, it is pertinent to
consider who the students are and from what back-
ground. Generally, thelndianrural inhabitantsinclude
the poor, the ethnic minority groups, the STsand SCs,
the immigrants and the socially, economically, politi-
cally andlocationally backward people. Somecommon
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problems attached with the rural students are low
motivation level, low self-esteem, poor readers and
slow learners and so forth.

Now the question arises why the rural under-
privileged learn English. Itisbecause EnglishinIndia
plays an important role of entire education system. It
formsamaj or subject for sel ectiontestsfor prestigious
jobs. Inadditionto this, Englishin Indiais associated
with elite culturebeingit ahigh status symbol. Hence,
command over Englishonthepart of therural students
will definitely raise their social status.

While the rural learners need for English is
great, their proficiency in English isfound to be very
low in comparisonto their urban counterparts. Obser-
vations reveal the following major problems on their
part:

* Fear of English as a subject of study.

* | oad of the language and poor receptive skill (read
ing and listening).

* |nappropriatetextbooksand lack of foresightedness.

Despite these problems, Englishistaught in
India with great enthusiasm. Such problems are not
confined to schools only, but also prevalent in col-
leges. It isseen that rural students, mostly, have poor
vocabulary stock. Anundergraduatel earner canhardly
learn oneword per day. Again, evenif they learn, they
cannot use them properly.

In English medium schools, students get
proper exposure to English as amedium of communi-
cation (interaction). Hence, they learn from the very
early stage of life. However, in vernacular schools, the
subject is taught, as it is included in the syllabus;
whereas|earnerslearnitto passtheexamination. Simi-
larly, though the matter cannot be generalized, most of
the school level English teachers have inadequate
knowledge of the English language. Their pronuncia-
tionisalso faulty. Moreover, oral work is completely
ignored in schools. Therefore, the learners do not get
any opportunity to hear or speak the language. The
entire emphasisis on passing the exam through cram-
ming or parrot learning.

Whether it is English or any other language,
it must be remembered that language is primarily a
speech. Hence, oral work isimportant inthe classroom.
An English teacher knows that language is a system
and not a collection of words.

Results & Discussion:

Today there are more English teachers, more
English studentsand | ndian Englishwriters, astronger
English press and a powerful English media than the
Britishleft the country. Englishis perhaps taught best
whenitisthemedium of instruction. Thisexplainswhy
more and more peoplewant Englishmediumschooling

for their children. English medium schools have be-
come synonymous with good teaching, better disci-
pline, accountability, etc.

Before going to teach Englishin amixed ability
class, itisnecessary on the part of ateacher to remem-
ber threewordsi,e. Method, Approach and Technique.
'‘Method' impliesanoverall planfor theorderly presen-
tation of language material. 'Approach'isflexible. Itis
aset of correl ative assumptionsdealing withthenature
of language. While Technique'is, adevicefor getting
the result aimed at. Hence, technique must be consis-
tent with a method and therefore, in harmony with an
approach too.

The past trend of teaching English followed
Grammar-Translation method and direct method.
Whereas, the new trend adopts the Structural Ap-
proach, the Bilingual method, Student-Activated,
Multi-skilled approach, theLinguistic method, the Prac-
tical method etc.

As far as the undergraduates (10+2) are concerned,
English is taught to them for the following reasons;
1. Help them understand the spoken and written lan-
guage.

2. Tospeak Englishfluently and makingit ahabit with-
out hesitation.

3. Toexpressidea, sharethoughtsanywherewith ease,
confidence and comfort.

4. Toinvolvethemin creativeliterature.

5. To enablethemto read books, journals, periodicals
with better understanding.

For better teaching-learning situation, in a
classof mixed ability, theuse of pair and groupwork is
essential if theteacher wantstoinvolveall themembers
of the class. A fundamental technique here is the use
of questionnairesand interviews. By pairing off weaker
and stronger students and involving both inthe prepa-
ration and implementation of the questionnaire, the
teacher should ensure maximum participation of all the
students. A second area of activity is project work.
Thiscanwork successfully using mixed groupswhere
the stronger help the weaker. Groups that are at ap-
proximately the same level and assign different tasks
that are appropriate to thelevel of each group. A third
areaisthat of homework. If thewholeclassissetfor the
whole class the same homework task irrespective of
level, then the teacher may expect very mixed results.
As with progress tests, the purpose of homework
should beto consolidateclasswork. M oreover, variety
inthetypesof working groups, and an open discussion
of the class situation will also help to deal with some
of thedifficultiesthat arepresentinmixedability classes
Overall, an appeal to all senses, contingency plans, in-
classactivity, openended plans, personalizingthetasks,
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games, competitions and dramatization, extra home-
work, portfolios, group-work activities, Self -access
centersmay be much effectiveinamixed ability class.
Principleslike habit formation and imitation, practice
and drill, oral approach, situational approach, expo-
suretothelanguage, motivationetcisimportant. These
principles are very much effective while teaching En-
glish. In order to solve the problems of mixed ability,
teaching should appeal to all senses, all learning styles
andal intelligenceslikelinguistic, logical, visua, rhyth-
mic, intrapersonal, interpersonal and soforth. Students
are to be involved in the process of the establishing
whole-class, which makes the class more attractive.
Findings:

Findingsreveal that asfar as|ndian students
of vernaculars are concerned, acquisition of speaking
or conversation skill isatough job. Thoughitisoneof
the most remarkabl e skillsin this eraof globalization,
they lag behind in many respects. Hence, in a class-
room of mixed ability student, task centered fluency
practiceistobeused moreand more. Traditional ques-
tion-Answer sessionisnot fruitful for better results. To
develop ord skillsof the students, group work isben-
eficial for it providesaframework whereby eachlearner
canhavemaximum participation. Generally, inateacher-
oriented class, thelearnersdo not get adequatetimefor
participation. Group work gives a chance to a shy or
dull student also to draw benefit. Group work also
providesan opportunity for peer teaching. Therole of
the teacher in order to teach a class of mixed ability

REFERENCE

student should be planning based. At the sametime, he
shouldwork asan organi zer, adisciplinarian, amonitor,
aprompter, aconsultant, aco-communicator, afellow
participant, and above al, astrict controller.
Conclusion:

Thus, inaclassroom, theroleof teacher at first
isto find out the effective strategies and to implement
an active, interesting and interactive process of learn-
ing for the learners based on their ability. Teachers
should develop a healthy and congenial relationship
with the studentsand it is always advisable to strike a
balance between emotional and intellectual relation-
ship with them. The teachers should teach, shape,
motivate and recreate minds capabl e of facing day-to-
day challenges and to overcome the problems in the
modern scenario confidently.

Suggestions:

Thus, for betterment of the English language
teaching to a class of mixed ability class both as a
subject of study and medium of communication, the
following suggestions may be put forwarded:

1. The teacher should understand socio-economic
background of the student concerned.

2. Effort to create an urge among students for acquisi-
tion of English language skills (receptive and expres-
sive).

3. Introductionand applicationof latest I T devices(i.e.
audio and video- including language labs).

4. Teacher may adopt strategieslike- Word - Building,
Experiential Learning, Reading and Comprehension,
Mind Skill Exercisesetc.
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