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The Hawthorne's power of characterization is
superb. He shows great skill inthe art of charac-
terization. Hewasamaster of character portrayal .
As a novelist the most remarkable thing about
Hawthorneis his power of characterization. The
foremost quality of hischaracterizationistheim-
mensereality and humanity of hischaracters. His
characters are not mere caricatures on the pages
of fiction. They are real human beings. His char-
acters display a unique blending of realism and
humanism. The most important thing about his
charactersisthis, they arehumancharacters." The
most unfortunate thing inthewhol eincident was
theeffect it had on Hawthorne'sattachment to his
native place. It turned his cold love to a bitter
feeling that he never overcame; andit also threw
upon Salemthereproach of havinginjuredaswell
as neglected her most famous son." ( Woodberry
175)

His characters are universal characters.
They do not belong to particul ar section or strata
of society; they belong to the general humanity.
Hischaractersarelifelikeandreal. Hesought his
charactersfrom general humanity; hischaracters
often appear to us as living human beings. His
charactersproduceanimpression of reality. They
arenot wooden or stereotyped onthecontrary his
charactershaveall thedynamismof aliving crea-
ture. They are convincingly drawn. They are not
improbable. They are not static; they change and
grow accordingtothesituationinthestory. They
behave in the same manner as the human charac-
terswould havebehavedinthesamecondition. So
they areliving characters. He picked up hischar-
acters from the common race of mankind. His
characters are typical representatives of general
human race. His characters are the characters
we often encounter inour daily routine. Thushis
characters are universal characters. It isthe uni-
versality of hischaractersthat appeal stotheread-

ers. His characters are so alive that the reader
often startsfeeling for them. Hisreadersdevel op
an emotional relationship with hischaracters.

The real charm of his characterization
liesinrealism. All hischaractersarerealistically
drawn. Realism formsthe core of hischaracters.
Another important aspect of his characterization
is his psychological approach to his characters.
His treatment of characters was psychological.
Here he shows a break from the conventional
method of character portrayal. He was not con-
tent merely with the description of outer or super-
ficial details of his characters. For him the most
important aspect of a character is his inner or
mental state. Hehad adeep psychological insight
into hischaracters. Hetriesto problemdeepwithin
the human consciousness to trace the hidden in-
stincts of man. The sole emphasiswas placed on
the human consciousness. Hawthorne explores
the workings of the minds of his characters. He
very minutely analyses the minds of his charac-
ters. Hegivestheminutedetailsof hischaracters.
The characters speak of hisdeep insight into the
minds of his characters. He portrays the inner
psychology of his characters. Heis regarded as
thefirstAmerican novelistwho portrayedthereal
human psychol ogy.

The charactersin The Scarlet Letter are
not wooden inthe sensethat they do not grow. On
the contrary these characters have al the dyna-
mismof alivingcreature. They grow and devel op
and change their behavior because of certainin-
ner compulsions, because of the changesin their
environment, becauseof their interactions.All the
characters are very realistically drawn and have
verisimilitude. Though realism formsthe core of
these characters, Hawthorne has also tried to
imbuethesecharacterswithcertainidealism. The
Scarlet Letter isoneof themost significant novels
of America. Thenovel issignificant for itsliving
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characters. The main characters of the novel,
Hester Prynne, Arthur Dimmesdale, Roger
Chillingworthand Pearl, arevery convincingand
aptly drawn. These characters might be unusual
person, but they are certainly not unconvincing.

Hester Prynne, the heroine of The Scar-
let Letter has been created in the image of areal
woman, who committedthesinof adultery andfell
avictim to the Puritan laws. In 1844, Nathaniel
Hawthornerecordedin hisdiary about theideaof
astory " Thelifeof awomanwho by theold colony
law, was condemned alwaysto wear theletter ‘A’
sewed on her garment intaken of her having com-
mitted an adultery".

Hester Prynne is a passionate
woman of New England. Sheisafigureof perfect
elegance. Sheisatall young woman with an el-
egant figure. She hasabeautiful facewithregular
features, arich complexion and deep black eyes.
She has dark and abundant hair. Hester Prynne
is an emotional and Passionate character. Sheis
awoman of imaginationandartistictaste. Shehas
acertain degree of exotic richnessabout her. She
isfull of love, charm and grace. She has an extra
ordinary beauty. She has a unique personality of
her own. Sheisimpressiveand commanding. Her
character is clearly above the ordinary charac-
ters. Her physical and mental traits are remark-
ably individualistic. Shehasthestrengththecour-
age, the potential to fight with the society. Sheis
endowed with an extraordinary courage and en-
durance. It is Hester's Pride which sustains her
fromthat opening sceneuntil shedies, still wear-
ingtheletter ‘A" and coupled with that prideisa
passion which is demonstrated not only through
her relations with Dimmesdale but also in her
emotional attachment to Pearl, in her defiance of
Governor Bellingham and even in her conversa-
tionswith her husband old Chillingworth.

Hester Prynne has committed on act of
adultery whichisregarded assinful and shameful
in the puritan atmosphere of the community. The
soci ety inflictspunishment on her. Sheismodeto
stand on a scaffold in a public place before the
huge crowd of Boston. She hasto display herself
along with the child in her armsfor three hours.
Not only this sheis made to wear ascarlet |etter
in the shape of "A' on her bosom throughout her
life. Hester'ssinisthesinwhichgivesthebookits

title and around which the action of the book re-
volves. Hester Prynne very bravely takes up her
punishment. Shestandsonthescaffoldbeforethe
public. Sheputson the scarlet |etter on her dress.
But she does not acknowledge herself to be a
sinner in the truer sense of theworld. She hasno
remorse. She does not feel sorry for her sin. She
does not regard her action as asin. She does not
find herself wrong. Sheisnot repentant for her act
of adultery. She feels no sense of shame. Sheis
not crushed down by the burden of sin. Sheisnot
led down by the circumstances. She fights very
bravely. Sheisnot acoward. Shecould havegone
on an abscure place where she can start her life
but sherefusesto run away from the place of her
earthly shame. Doomed to wear the mark of dis-
grace on her bosom, and the object of contempt
and hatred of all the townspeople, shereconciles
herself to her miserable existence and her lone-
liness, and prepares herself to go through pro-
longed ordeal of her lifewithararefortitude. She
could haveleft thetown of Bostonand goneelse-
where, thus escaping from the disgrace and in-
famy to which sheis subjected.

But she does not do so. She continuesto
live in the same community. She suffersintense
humiliation. Shesuffersprolonged mental torture.
Shecoul d have el udedthispunishment by running
away to an unknown destination. But she faces
thishumiliation. In contrast, Hawthornedoes not
condoneHester'sadultery, but hedoesfinditless
serious a sin than the sins of Dimmesdale and
Chillingworth. Clearly, HawthorneseesHester as
avictim. Heemphasizes, that Hester isavictimof
her own youth, living in an age which forced her
tomarry Chillingworthwithout lovinghim. Hester
isavictim of Chillingworth's selfishness, which
permitted him to marry the young and passionate
girl,knowingall thewhilethat shedidnotreturnhis
loveand knowingthat hewasnot suitedtotherole
of her husband.

"We may see the consequences of such
an aesthetic credo clearly enoughin The Scarlet
Letter. It isnot thefact of adultery itself that en-
gagesHawthorne'sinterest. Adultery might mean
anything or nothing. Let it occur beforethe novel
opens and explore its consequences. In
Hawthorne's view it was personal guilt, not sin
abstractly defined, that was interesting.”
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( Waggoner 62 ) Hester Prynne's character is
alsoendowedwithstrikinghuman qualities. Sheis
Portrayed asatypical female character. Sheisan
ideal mother. She gives the name Pearl to her
child. Pearl isthe symboal of divine mercy of her.
Hester'slovefor Arthur Dimmesdaleisalso very
strong and deep. She loves him from the core of
her heart. Her sentimentsfor Arthur Dimmesdale
are genuine ad sincere. She feels that she isre-
sponsible for the miserable condition of Arthur
Dimmesdale. ThusHester Prynneisagrand char-
acter. She is an extremely convincing character.
Thereisnodoubt that Hester hascommittedasin,
but she is not a sinner in the truer sense of the
word. The sin committed by her isdoneonlyina
passionate moment, out of biological necessity,
out of herignoranceandinexperience. Sheisguilty
of sinand crime only in the eyes of the puritanic
guardiansof morality andblind upholdersof justice.

Hester Prynneis, onthecontrary awoman
of responsibility and judged not from the social
point of view, she bears agood moral character.
Itiswrongtoaccessher just fromthe sexual point
of view. For atrue account of human personality,
a person should be judged from his total perfor-
mance. All theaspectsof hispersonality shouldbe
considered, if onehastojudgeapersoninthereal
sense. Thusontakingacompleteaccount of Hester
Prynne'spersonality, itistobeconductedthat she
isagood humanbeingwithaninnocent soul. Hester
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Prynne is a kind and compassionate character.
Shehel psthe poor andthesick. Shededicated her
lifetotheservice of thesick, poor and downtrod-
den. Sheisawaysready to help the poor and the
needy. She alwaysrenders her valuable services
to those who are in distress. Sheis totally dedi-
cated to the service of mankind. Sheisgenerous.
Thesociety has ill-treated her, banished her, but
eventhen sherendersher valuableservicestothe
welfareof humankind. Inspiteof thecrueltiesand
harsh treatment, she received at the hands of
people, she is aways ready to help them. She
devotesher lifetotheserviceof mankind. Finally
through her repentance and services, sheistrans-
formed from afallen woman into a SISTER OF
MERCY.

Shefinally makesher way into the hearts
of people. Peoplestart liking her. They introduced
her as"itisour Hester, thetownsownHester, who
is so kind to the poor, so helpful to the sick, so
comfortableto the afflicted." ( Hawthorne 181)
Her sympathy and her spirit of her service raise
her to the status of asister of mercy, inspiteof the
badge of shame on her bosom.

"Hester, the "woman taken in adultery,”
rises to saintliness as she becomes an "angel of
mercy" tothecommunity, but her dreamsof anew
order of society can find no expressionin her life
and resignation is all she hasto take the place of
happiness"' (Waggoner 73)
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