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ABSTRACT

fresh value to Russian-Chinese cooperation.

Russia and China entered in the new millennium as two friendly powers promoting a relationship of
strategic interaction and good neighbourliness. Both the great Asian powers have resolved many
historical disputesand irritant with an objective of building and strengthening from their 'constructive
partnership' to'strategic cooperativepartnership'. Their leadershipsdeterminedto build such relation-
shipin consonancewiththevital interestsof each of thetwo nationsaswell thelarger interestsof universal
peace, security and stability. The present paper unveils the process of friendship, cooperation and
strategic partnership between Russia and China that took shape in 1990's. Further, their efforts to
establish a degper understanding of the leaders of both these Asian giants. All these implementation
exaggerate and provide new positive encouragement to Russian-Chineserelations, aswell asto givea

Keywords: Russia, China, Asia, strategic, bilateral relations, energy

Introduction

Russia-Chinarel ationshavebeenimprov-
ing steadily and have taken positive turn. The
processof solution of border disputebetweenthe
two countries began at the end of 1980'swhen a
joint border commission was set up. 1n 1994 the
two sides agreed on no first use of nuclear weap-
ons against each other. The two countries also
detargeted their missiles directed against each
other and an agreement to this effect was signed
when Chinese President Zemin visited Russiain
September 1994. Further, inApril 1997 anaccord
onmutual reduction of forceswassignedinMos-
cow by Russiaand China. Moreover the success-
ful conclusion of the border agreement between
two sides, during May 1991 on the eastern sector
and in September 1994 on the Western Sector
removed mgjor irritants. InDecember 1999, it was
announced that theborder disputehasbeenfinally
settled.

Thesigningof theChinaRussiaTreaty of
Good-Neighbourliness, Friendshipand Coopera-
tion, deepening of political mutual trust and the
important steps towards cooperation in the eco-
nomic, military, security and humanitiesfields. The
joint statement of December 2, 2002 signed by
ZeminandPutininBeijing providedaframework
for increasing cooperationand constructingamu-

tually beneficial relationship. AftertheDecember
2002 Beijing visit of Russian President Putin en-
hanced their relations. It created confidence in
buildingastrongrelationshipinpolitical, strategic,
military andeconomicfields. Thisvisitalsochalked
out common strategies on the issues of global
concernssuchasNorthKorea, Iragandterrorism.

On 21 March 2006, Russian President
Putin visited Beijing at theinvitation of Chinese
President Hu Jintao. During this visit, Chinese
ForeignMinister Li Zhaoxingconfirmedthat there
are no major problems and obstacles between
Chinaand Russia after the two countries settled
their border disputes. Chinaand Russiawill spon-
sor the'Russia Year' and the 'ChinaYear' respec-
tively in 2006 and 2007. Such eventswill propel
thefurther development of bilateral relationsonall
fronts. Over the past decade, thetwo nationshave
madesignificant progresstowardsbuildingarela-
tionship of strategiccooperation. The'Chinathreat'
fallacy, whichwasoncewidely spreadin Russia,
has now met with more and more rejection.

A long-term problem existing in Sino-
Russianrelationthat thedevel opment of economic
and trade cooperation between these two coun-
triesfar poor than that of their political coopera-
tion. Inmost of theyears of the 1990's, tradeturn
over between the two countries ranged only be-
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tweenUS$5billionand US$6billion. Obviously,
such asituation did not confirm to the economic
potential of thetwo countries. Theleadersof both
Chinaand Russiawereawarethat without afaster
devel opment of economic and trade cooperation
between the two countries, the strategic partner-
ship of the two would have no solid foundation.
After Putin took office and especially after the
Chinaand Russiasigned Good Neighbourly Treaty
of Friendship and Cooperation in July 2001, the
two countries began to take more effective
measures to boost their economic and trade
cooperation.

Theheadsof boththecountriesdiscussed
concretefieldsof cooperationincluding the con-
struction of oil pipelinesbetween Chinaand Rus-
sig, aviationand aerospace, peaceful useof nuclear
energy, joint development of new and high tech-
nol ogiesetc. IN2001 bil ateral tradebetween China
and Russiahit arecord high of US$ 10.7 billion
andthevolumeinthefirst eight month of thisyear
totaled US $ 7.64 billion. Under the meticulous
careof theleadersof thetwo countries, the scope
of Sino-Russian economic cooperation had kept
expanding. In 2003, two way trade volumes
reached US $ 15.76 hillion. The 2004, volume
exceeded US$ 20 billion for thefirst time, stand-
ingat US$21.23hillionwhilethat of 2005roseto
US$29.1hillion. Thetwo governmentsareaim-
ing at the majestic goal of US $ 60-80 billion in
two-way trade volumeby 2010 andinvestment of
US $ 12 billion by Chinain Russia before 2020.
Now economic and trade cooperation between
China and Russia has aready entered on the ex-
pressway and that economic the trade relations
between the two have already entered in a new
period in which they are developing in aparallel
withthedevel opment of palitical relationsbetween
the two countries.

Sino-Russianmilitary technol ogical coop-
eration has continued to develop. Despite the
pressureof the United States, Russiahasnot only
continued to provide China with sophisticated
weaponinaccordancewiththeagreementssigned
in the past years, but hasraised its military tech-
nological cooperationwith Chinato anew level.
China has become Russias largest arms market
accounting for 26 % of the value of total sales
from 1992-94. In May 2002, Russian Defence

Minister Sergel paid avisitto Beijing and signed
with his counterpart a series of agreement are-
lated to military and military technol ogical coop-
eration between Chinaand Russia. Accordingto
thisagreement Russiawill supply Chinawithtwo
new 956 EM Sovremenny destroyers, 8 kilo sub-
marines and S-300F Naval Air Defence System.
Russiaisgoingtosall some30Su-30MK 2fighters
equipped with X-31 A supersonic anti-ship mis-
silesto China

Besides, expansion on Sino-Russian co-
operationinthefieldsof military technology will
alsoenvisageagradual transitionfromsimpleexport
tradetojoint scientificresearchand devel opment
of new types of armaments and military hard-
ware. It is clear that Russiad's arms sale to China
haveplayed animportant rolein themaintenance
and devel opment of Russias military industrial-
complex. For China, Russian arms offer many
benefits. They are easier to integrateinto aforce
structure still dominated by weapons of Soviet
manufactureor design andthe Chinesehavehead
for greater success in reverse engineering and
retrofitting with Russian armsthen with Western
Military Technology.

Thesecond aspect of Sino-Russian bilat-
eral relationistoknowtheir strategic coordination
in international affairs. China and Russia have
cooperated closely inall theinternational and re-
gional issues. Thetwo countrieshavecooperated
very well ontheissueof terrorismof all formsand
insist that there should be no double standard on
thisissue. Thetwo countrieshaveset up and anti-
terrorismworkinggroup at thesuggestionof Presi-
dent Zemin and President Putin, which has held
regular meeting to exchange views on the situa-
tionof international struggleagainstterrorismand
on how to strengthen cooperation in the field of
anti-terrorism between the two countries. With
regard to the Irag issues, Chinaand Russia have
conducted cl ose consultationsand co-ordinations
inthe United Nations Security Council and other
international organizations.

Thetwo countriesholdidentical standon
thisissuethat islrag mustimplement therelevant
resolutions of the UNSC earnestly and compre-
hensively and the Irag issue should be settled
politically within the framework of the United
Nations. Both countriesareal so opposedto depict
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Iran, Iraq and Democratic People's Republic of
Koreaasthe'axisof evil' by theUnited Statesand
have continued to develop normal political and
economic relationswith these countries.

The Shanghi Cooperation Organisation
(SCO) isamodel of Sino-Russianregional coop-
eration. InJune2001, Chinaand Russia, together
withfour other countriesin Central Asia, founded
the SCO. Theheads of state of Chinaand Russia
and four other member states of the SCO signed
theSCO charter and aformal document on setting
up apermanent regional anti-terrorismagency. It
isclear that the close cooperation between China
and Russiaplayed animportant rolein promoting
themultilateral cooperationwithintheframework
of the SCO.

Both Chinaand Russia hopeto maintain
security and stability in Central Asiaand prevent
the change of the balance of forcesin thisregion,
which hasbeenbrought about by themilitary pres-
enceof theUnited Statesfrom harming their own
security interests. Both China and Russia hold
that thepresent anti-terrorismaction of theUnited
States serves their own security interest. Russia
demands that the US military action in Central
Asia should be transparent as much as possible
andthat thereshouldbeatimelimitforitsmilitary
presence there. The stand of Russia has been
supported by China.

Further, China and Russia have contin-
uedtheir cooperationinmaintainingtheglobd stra-
tegic balance and stability, on June 27, 2002 the
two countries submitted a joint proposal to the
arms reduction conference held in Geneva, de-
mandingthat anew international treaty beformu-
lated to forbid the depl oyment of weaponsinthe
outer-space. Thisisthefirst joint proposal raised
by China and Russia concerning this issue. An-
other programmatic document elucidated by the
two heads of state on the question concerning
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futureworld order following the'Joint Statement
of China and Russia on the Establishment of a
Multi-Polar World and a New World Order' of
April 1997. Besidesit, Chinaand Russiahavea so
resol utely supported each other intheir respective
efforts to safeguard national unification, sover-
eignty andterritorial integrity. Chinacontinuedto
support Russiainitspolicy of normalizingthesitu-
ation in Chechnya, and Russia has continued to
support China on the issue of Taiwan, Tibet etc.
The two countries have also cooperated well in
the United Nationsover someregional issuessuch
as the conflict in the Middle East confrontation
between India and Pakistan etc. The two coun-
trieshold the similar stand on all these issues.
Conclusion

After analyzing all the aspectsit is seen
that China-Russiabilateral relationshaveabright
prospect for future growth. But there are still
some problemsin Sino-Russian relation; thetwo
problems are most prominent. First, economic
and trade cooperation between the two countries
still is not keeping with the real potential of the
economies of the two states. Particularly, coop-
erationinthefield of production and investment
between the two countries is still a low level.
Secondly, theillegal Chinesemigrationinto Rus-
sianterritoriescreatingunwanted bitternessintheir
relations.Theleadersof thetwo countriesarefully
aware of these problems and have already taken
effective measures to solve them.The |eaders of
both China and Russia have repeatedly empha-
sized that strategic partnership between the two
countriesisnot aimed at any third country. Rela-
tionsbetween thetwo partnersareequal andthey
try to settle all issuesin a spirit of mutual trust.
Maintain and advancing a long term and stable
China-Russianeighbourlinessfriendshipand co-
operationisthecommon aspiration of theChinese
and Russian governments and peopl es.
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