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TheNobel laureate Trukishwriter Ferit Orhan Paumk,
generally known as, Orhan Pamuk, was born in the
great historicd city I stanbul in1952. Now, aHumanities
professor in Columbia University, Pamuk teaches
ComparativeL iteratureand Writing. Today heisone
of Turkey’s most prominent novelists . Hisworks are
trandated into more than fifty languages. He was a
national best selling writer but after the reception of
Nobel prizefor literaturein 2006 for hisfamousnovel
‘My Name in Red’ he become the world best-selling
writer. Heisal sothefirst Turkishwriter tobehonoured
by Nobel Prize. Much has been said and argued
elsewhere about his novel My Name is Red but his
autobiographical book Istanbul is awaiting the
attention of the readers.Though many leading
newspapers have taken a considerable note of the
novel yet the general reading populaceisaway from
thisenchanting journey into theancient city | stanbul.

The book concerns the ancient city Istanbul. The
city itself has avery interesting life in the history of
Europeandlater, inthe history of world. Before 2600
years, the city was known as Byzantium. The great
Byzantium poems of W.B. Yeats are about the same
city. Later on, the city was also caled as Augusta
Antonina, It wasakind of New Rome to Europeans.
Constantinethe Great gave hisnametothecity. So it
wascalled asConstantinople. Weall knowthehistory
of European colonialismand explorationof theworld
by sea routes is related to the conquest of
Constantinople by Turks in 1453A.D. There are
evidences that the name I stanbul waswidely used to
mention the city even before 1453 A.D. The name
Istanbul comes froma Greek phrase which means, “in
the city”. Istanbul was one of the two major cities in
the world, another was Baghdad.

Thecity haswitnessed the western and the eastern
culture. The practical, aesthetic and the religious
aspectsof human life are co-existing from centuries.
The city has aspects of both cultures.In the city of
Istanbul Pamuk was born in 1952 and grew up in a
wealthy, yet declining bourgeois family. The book
centresonhislifeinthecity andthecity inhislife. He
has many times stated that what he istoday it is due
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thelives of the peoplein Istanbul. Inaninterview to
TheHindu, hewasasked by NirmalaL akshmanabout
hisfrequent visitstothecity inhisnovels.Heanswered
:“I cameacross humanity in Istanbulandall I know
about lifecomesfromIstanbul... lalso love the city
because | live there, it has formed me, and it’sme.”
1 (Lakshman: 2010)

Heidentifieshimself with thecity and hefeelsasif
he is the keeper of the soul of the city. Through his
works he wants the readersto feel, smell and seethe
coloursof Istanbul. By thusparticularizing hiswriting
he does not mean to writeexclusively about | stanbul .
Rather hefeelsthat his novelsare ambitioustowards
reaching to the depths of Istanbul culture and also
deep into universal eternal culture. He believes that
human beings are same every where but the cultures
are different so they behave differently. The human
life and its pleasures and sorrows are universal His
memoirsof hischildhood containhisearly childhood
daysof happinessand sorrow. Hecompareshissource
of inspiration with the other great writer’s source of
inspiration-Conrad, Nobokov, Nai paul. Thesewriters
havemanagedto migratebetweenlanguagescultures,
countriescontinents, evencivilizations. Intheopening
chapter ‘Another Orhan’ he states about them.
“Theirimaginationswere fed by exile,anourishment
drawn not through r ootsbut thr oughr ootlessness;
mine, however requiresthat I stay inthesamecity....
Istanbul’s fateismy fate ; | amattached to this city
because it has made mewho | am.”?

(Pamuk : 2005. P-6)

Half of thebook deal swith thelifeof Orhantill theage
of 22inthecity and thehalf of itisdevoted tothecity.
Inthefirst half part he talks about hisfamily and his
lifeinit. Hisfather would stay away fromthefamilyfor
monthsand hismother, abeautiful woman, would be
with the children. There would be quarrels in the
family. Hismother wouldtalk to hisaunt for hoursand
hours. Hewould guessthat something waswring but
he could never know it. When boredom loomed, he
would cheer himself witharrangingthemirrorsinsuch
away so asto seehistensand hundredsimagesinthe
mirror. Hisglight movement woul d bring hundreds of
changesinthemirror. Heknew they wereall illusory.
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Later he writes about his mother’s leaving the home
in the chapter ‘My Mother, My Father and Various
Disappearances’ that whenshe would disappear from
home, they would say something like.
“Your motherisilland resting at Aunt Neriman’s.
| didwiththeseexplanationsas! didwiththemirror
reflections : knowing them to beillusions, | still
accepted them, allowed myself to be fooled.””®
(Pamuk : 2005, 70)
Thememoir, isaway for Pamuk to speak out hisinner
soul, to caress his wounds and thus to strike the
similar cordsin the hearts of the readersall over the
world. Though hewritesabout thecultureof | stanbul,
hislifeinthat culture, yet hefeelsthe universality of
it lying at the deeper levels. The memoir focuses on
hisprimefocusof hisprofessionasawriter whichhe
clarified in his Nobel lecture in 2006 at Swedish
Academy in Stockholm.
“Forme, tobe awriter istoacknowledge the secret
woundsthat wecar ryinsideus, thewounds, sosecr et
that weour selvesar e bar ely awar eof them, and to
patientlyexplorethem,knowthem...andtomakethem
aconscious partof our spiritsand our writing.”*
(Pamuk : 2006)

In the later part of the book he exhibits how in
| stanbul the Eastern and Western civilizationsareco-
existing. Sometimesthere are clashes of the faith but
otherwiseitisinpeaceand harmony. Hementionsone
eventinthelifeof hiswife, Aylin Turegun, ahistorian,
when she wrote the word ‘conquest’ in relation to the
event of 1453A.D.inColumbiaUniversity examsand
she was accused of nationalism. Orhan Pamuk says
inhischapter Conquest of Decline?TheTurkification
of Constantinople’ that:

“You can often tellwhetheryouare standingin the
East or intheWest just by theway peoplerefer to
certain historical events.”®

(Pamuk : 2002,156)
Pamuk triesto trace Turkey’s existential dilemmaand
the present day schism. He discusses about the
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different forces at work to take hold of Istanbul, the
variousideasthat govern the cultural, political life of
Istanbul. In his another book,‘The Mesum of
Innocence, whereherelatesstory of arichlstanbul heir,
Kemal, who fallsinlovewith his poor, distant cousin,
Fusun. Hedescribesin melancholy about thedecaying
splendour of I stanbul, inwhichthewesternized classes
send their children to study in Europe and speak
dismissively about fellow Turks. He states :
“For 200 years Turks tried to change their
civilization by making more westernized. This
conflict continuestoday and hasfor medthemodern
and Turkish soul.””®

(Paumk : 2009, 75)
Pamuk describes himself, while he describesthe city
and he describesthe city while he describes himself.
Atintervalssinglechaptersintroduce T urkishwriters,
the Divan poets with their homoerotic fantasies, or
early western travellers. The book is brilliantly
constructed, it delves into the phenomenological
world of the young boy. The quarrles of mother and
father, hisquarrelswithhisbrother. Thefamily sorrows
are described in abundance. Nouritza Matossion
writes in “The Telegraph on 17" April, 2005.
“...Thereaderisdrawnintoadark house, hisfamily
museum, crammed with uncomfortable formal
furniture, unplayed pianos.....suchisitsgloomthat
when hegoesoutintothestreet thesunshineblinds
him first.”” (M atossion, 2005)

To conclude, Istanbul, Memoairs of a city, brings
into light the formation of young boy into a painter,
later onintoawriter. It alsotracesout the melancholy
frequently seen in his books. Pamuk’s beloved city
Istanbul isvisible not only through the photographs
he has attached here and there in the book but also
through the succession of proseimages. Jan Morris
wrote in praise of the book in The Guardian in the
following words.

“This is an irresistibly seductive book and its

seductionliesnotintheauthor’sself-portrait, butin

his poetical identificationwith Istanbul.”®
(Morris: 2005)
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