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Theimpact of slavery on the psyche of the slave
victims has been mapped out in all its details by
scholars of slave narratives. It denies all human
quality, degradinganindividual tothelevel of ani-
mal. Most commentaries on Beloved also throw
light on this issue. It is constantly argued how
davery notonly impairshumanelyinstinct, but also
awakenshow slavery not only impairs humanely
instinct, but also awakens psychic imbalance in
them. Sethe, the female protagonist of the novel
suffers from the guilt of infanticide which she
committedby killingher " crawlingalready” daugh-
ter. Belovedfollowed by thissamepsychicimbal -
ance. Thememory of thebrutality of slavery could
not escape the woman even in her post-slavery
period in Cincinnati. Consequently, Beloved re-
turns, bothliterally and metaphorically, demandan
answer for the act.

It is not difficult to see how the novel
weaves its narrative around fractured relation-
shipsandabnormal psychicbehaviour of thechar-
acters even in post-abolition era. It has been ar-
guedthat slavesarerebornashumanbeingsinthe
Reconstruction and post-Aboalition era. Interest-
ingly, bothinthe course of slavery aswell aslib-
eration, the identities of the freemen-become-
slaves-become-freemen are violently yanked
away from them. Beloved is as much about da-
very as about its aftermath; for, what is after da-
very is an important question that cannot be put
aside. "To confront a past they cannot forget.
Indeed, itisapparent forgetting that subjectsthem
to traumatic return; confrontation requires a di-
rect attempt at remembering” (Barnett 419).
Morrison achieves her goal by strategic use of
memory. The fact cannot be denied that most of
theexperiencesinthenovel'scontext arebrought
to the perception of the reader on the level of
memory.

Memory and rememory make remark-

able fusion in the characters lives. Beloved as-
sertsthetruththat slavery isnot anisolated expe-
rienceand cannot berecoveredwithout collective
effort. Inthewordsof CynthiaA. Davisitis"less
singleact thanthe systematic denia of thereality
of black lives" (Davis 323). Without being a part
of other's pain and acapacity to feel with others,
and the necessary sympathy towards another's
experience, Sethe cannot even know the depth of
her ownpain. Itisinterestingto see how thenovel
narrativizestheslaveexperienceof many charac-
ter with the sameintensity likethat of Setheonly
to emphasi ze the fact that no experience is iso-
lated in African American slave history and only
braiding and fusing of memory make possiblethe
new knowl edge slaves seek about their post col o-
nial condition.

This fact is asserted by a chain of de-
ferred memories that help Sethe to bring some
occluded, forgottentextsthat have not been placed
inthedocumented African slavehistory. Morrison
findsitimportant for Sethetoremember themand
resee her own action. Whilein afutile act of ex-
plainingherinfanticidetoBelovedagainandagain,
Sethe's memory grabs an erased but important
text, atextthatis" privately shameful” but must be
recovered. Sethe, evenassheisretellingthestory
of themurder,isforcedtorecollect thestory of her
forgotten mother. It isthe story of many African-
American women who committed infanticide,
during and after the infamous Middl e Passage.

Nan... told Sethe that her mother and
Nan weretogether fromthe sea. Both were taken
up many times by the crew. " She threw them all
away but you. The one from the crew she threw
away ontheisland. The othersfrom more whites
she also threw away. Without names, she threw
them. you she gave the name of the blackman ...
I am telling you .... Sethe." (62)

While the story may or may not help Sethe in
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making Beloved accept what had compelled her
mother to do what she did, it surely ensures that
Sethe's rememory helps her in the process of
makingherself. Itisimportant to noticewhat many
women marked selfishnessin Sethe after she had
beenliberated. Shewas" prideful, misdirected” as
observed by Ella, a victim of slavery, and "her
prideoutstripped” (256) all her actionsbecause of
her reasonably better position bothintheslavery
and post slavery period. It not difficult toseehow
Sethe enjoyed the pleasure of acomplete family
lifeeveninbondagewithhusband andall children,
arareprivilege any slave woman enjoyed during
davery. As observed by Baby Suggs, her own
mother-in-law Sethe lived "as though she were
alone" (256)

She had the amazing luck of six whole
yearsof marriageto that 'somebody' sonwho had
fathered every oneof her children. A blessing she
was reckless enough to take for granted, lean on,
as though Sweet Home really was one. (23)
Contrary to her daughter-in-law Baby Suggscould
never remember anything but thesmall handsand
feet of her children. Thepointisthat Sethe'ssense
of pride overshadowed the stories of thousand
others whom she must remember to understand
themeaning of real suffering. It may benotedthat
the community's assessment of Sethe's infanti-
cideasan outcome of pride makesher reevaluate
herself in relation to other characters. It is that
processwhich bringstotheforeother characters
experience so important in Sethe'slife but some-
how forgotten.

Beloved isa novel that grows out of its
ownruin. Eachactioninthepresentisdetermined
by an old memory consciously or unconsciously
brought to surface by thevictims. Memory, thus,
breaksdowntheboundariesof previousmeanings
and interpretations. Sethe must remember those
'sixty millionand more'towhomthenovel isdedi-
cated, to add new meaning to her text. It is not
difficulttoseehow every pageof Belovedisfilled
withthecriesof victimslikeElla, Vasthi or stamp
paidwhoarenolessvictimsof shameand humili-
ation than her. Sethe needs to place herself by
their sidefor abetter perspectiveof her lifein past
and present. For Ellawhat she receivesfromthe
white father and the son who kept her for their
own pleasureisincomparable.

Her puberty was spent in ahouse where shewas
shared by father and son, whom she called "the
lowest yet." It was"the lowest yet" who gave her
adisgust for sex and agai nst whom she measured
all atrocities. A killing, a kidnap, arape ... what-
ever shelistened and nodded. Nothing compared
to "thelowest yet". (256)

Thestory of Vasthi, Stamp Paid'swife, is
perhaps equally important for Sethe if she wants
to understand her own paininrelation to the col-
lective experience of other African-Americans.
Thepainand humiliation Stamp Paid experiences
while handing hiswife over to the white master
may not beuniquebut nolessshameful than Sethe's
rape. While female traumais narrated in places,
themenareexpectedtobesilent or taciturn about
their experiences. Their manhood becomes 'a bit
intheir mouths'. Paul D closed all possibilitiesof
emotion, Halle, Sethe's husband went mad after
he had witnessed Sethe's rape, but none of these
examplesisisolated. The nature of violencethey
undergo may bedifferent at timesthanthat of the
women, but they cannot be put aside and Sethe
must remember there. Athough Morrisonfocuses
ontheplight of womenduringand after slaveryin
America, inthisnovel at least, she brings out the
suffering of men alongsidethat of womentolend
awider dimensiontothetal esof oppression, afact
Sethe must not forget.

By putting Sethe's story in aframework
larger thantheindividual, Morrison allowsher to
experience the cathartic side of her feelings. In
the process, Sehte is alowed to overcome the
burden of harmful memories and pick up afew
positivesfromaruined past. Thepositivity shown
by certaincharactersinthenove isnot only unique
but al soexemplary for victimslike Sethewhorec-
ollectspast without creativity. Frommany victims
of davery that the novel portrays one can learn
how to build life out of the remaining lot. Worst
sufferers like Baby Suggs, Ella or Stamp Paid
never forgot thepainsof thebrutality. Butthey try
to transform their pain into something positive:
Ellatriesto forget things by hel ping the slavesto
escape through the rail road; Stamp Paid keeps
the memory of slavery alive by keeping the red
ribbonof anunknownblack girl that hefindsinthe
river Ohil:
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But what Stamp Paid did was gonefor 'blue, yel-
low and may be green' but 'never fixed on red'
(182). For him letting go the pain does not mean
forgettingthepast. Peoplecanlearntoliveinspite
of alived memory of the terrible past. In fact,
Morrison seems to be strongly in favour of not
forgettingthishistory of theAfricanAmericansin
spiteof her final declarationthat 'thisisnot astory
topasson'’. What one needsisacapacity to trans-
formthehorror intobeautiful ,ignorancetoknowl-
edge. In spite of the shame and humiliation these
peopledonot stoplivingtheirlives. Notonlyliving
themselvesbut al so teaching otherstheart of liv-
ing.

The best message Beloved conveys is
that the act of rememory itself isagreat creative
process. As observed by Cheryl Hall in case of
story telling that " The knowledge transmitted is
not static, however, though essential details may
beretained. Itisenrichedand modifiedwithevery
telling, and by each different storyteller..." (Hall
92). Thosewho know thisart can enjoy real free-
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