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ABSTRACT

girls on home environment and social skills.

The study was carried out to determinethe correlation of social skillsand home environment among visually impaired students
inrelation to their gender difference.. The sample comprised 300 visually impaired students studying different secondary school
of Punjab and Haryana . Thedata were collected by adapted version of The Matson Evaluation of Social Skillswith Youngsters
(MESSY) By Sushma Sharma and Home Environment I nventory (HEI) by Karuna Shankar Mishra . The results show there
is a significant correlation between social skills and home environment and significant gender difference between boys and

Introduction

In the school great emphasis placed on qual-
ity educationfor the children. Quality education means
that the majority of the students are able to meet the
expectationof the'minimumlevel of learning'. [t means
stimulating creative thinking, developing social skills
and layingemphasi sonapplication of knowledge. Edu-
cational agenciesshould comeforward not only during
the time of crisis but also constantly of student. They
should take up amore proactiverolein children’s edu-
cationforvisually impaired childrenwithlearning chal-
lenges. However good social skillscan befar from au-
tomatic. Although schools can't predict all the social
situations then children will encounter, there is till
muchthey candotohelp . Thebest approachfor schools
might invol ve getting educated about the compl exities
of socia interaction, categorizing a child’s social
strengths and weaknesses and carefully reviewing the
various programs and methods used to treat social
skills deficits, Social skills deficits hinder student’s
progress. Whensocial skillsareabsent, educatorscan't
fully engage students in a variety of learning experi-
ences, especially those that are cooperative. Because
social skillsarepivotal to successful transition to adult
life for youth with disabilities. Cooperative learning,
role playing and participation in social and emotional
learning programsfoster the acquisition of these skills
(Kumar, 2011).
The necessity for understanding how and why visually
impaired children feel and behave in integrated and
special schools can hardly be over emphasized. If
schools are to be of real help to children they must
understand the complexities that face the child who is
growingupinhisfamily and community. TheEmphatics
School is probably one that has considerable insight
into children's psychological problems and has devel-
oped sufficient understanding, therefore to be able to

deal effectively withvisually impaired children'sinter-
est. The callsare not only for understanding of human
behaviorsin general but an appreciation of the unique
accept of individual circumstance.

Therearing of visually impaired childrenisamatter of
concern for educational planner and administrator. A
number of investigations have been established either
by the Government of agencies according to the needs
of such children. The institutional separation for their
education and re-habitation has provided relief to a
largeextent. Still roleof integrated and special schools
in bringing up of such children has its own problems.
Thestudy of social skillsof visually impaired students
studying in integrated and special schools is almost
important since school guidanceis also part of educa
tional and rehabilitation of visually impaired children.
Now it isan eraof inclusive educationin which educa-
tion of special children either physically handicapped
or visually impaired childrenaretobeconsidered asan
integral part of the education. Many researches have
been doneon psychological variables. But social skills
of visually impaired children interm of integrated and
special schools are untouchable variables. Hence the
need was felt to study and addresses the problem to
"Thestudy of social skillsof visuallyimpaired students
studying in integrated and special schools' so that
efforts could be made on part of parents, teachers,
educational ingtitutionsaswell asother membersof the
society in rendering constructive guidance to the stu-
dents.

The purpose of the present study is to study
the correlation of social skills and home environment
among visually impaired students in relation to their
gender difference.

Objectivesof thestudy:
1. To study the relationship between social skills and
home environment of visually impaired students.
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Table - 1 Coefficient of variables correlation between social skills and home environment of visually
impaired students .

Variables N Df | Coefficient of correlation L evel of significance
Social skills 300 298 .55 .01
Home environment
TV of 298 df at =.05=.008
At.01
Table-2 Significance Of Difference Between Social skillsof Visually Impaired GirlsAnd Boys On Home
Environment.
Variables Sex N Mean SD. | SED | t-ratio Level of significance
Socid Skills Girls 150 12534 3039|504 | 4.78 .01
Boys 150 101.24 2355
HomeEnvironment| Girls 150 126.25 29.30( 506 | 465 .01
Boys 150 102.23 2455

TableValue= .05=1.96 =.01=2.58

2. To study the rel ationship between visually impaired
girlsand boys on socia skills and home environment.
Hypothesisof thestudy:
1. Thereexistsasignificant relationshipbetweensocial
skillsand home environment of visually impaired stu-
dents.
2. Thereexistsasignificant differencebetweenvisualy
impaired girls and boys on social skillsand home en-
vironment.
Resear ch Design

The present study was a descriptive survey
type of research. A sample of 300 visually impaired
students studying in different schools of Punjab and
Haryanawere collected. Out of 300 students, 150 stu-
dents are boys and 150 students are girls. Purposive
sampling technique wasempl oyed for the coll ection of
thesample. Adapted version of TheMatson Evaluation
of Social SkillswithYoungsters(MESSY) By Sushma
Sharma and Home Environment Inventory by Karuna
Shankar Mishrawere used to measure the social skills
and home environment among visually impaired stu-
dents. Statistical techniques like mean, coefficient of
correlation, SD and t-test were used for analyzing the
data.
Analysisand I nterpr etation of thedata
Correlation analysis
Co-relational analysis between social skills and home
environment are presented in the following table :
SeeTablel
It is revealed from the table 1 that the coefficient of
correl ation betweensocial skillsand homeenvironment
of visually impaired studentsis.55 whichissignificant
at .01 level of significance. That meansthereissignifi-
cant rel ationship between social skillsand home envi-
ronment of visually impaired students. It impliesthat
social skills depend on home environment . Thusthe
hypothesis (hp 1) that " There existsasignificant posi-
tive relationship between social skills and home envi-

ronment of visually impaired students" isretained .
SeeTable2
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Fig-1 Mean ScoresOf Social SkillsOf Visually Im-
paired GirlsAnd Boys OnHomeEnvironment .

Itisrevealed fromthe Table-2 that the mean scoresof
visually impaired boysand girls on home environment
are125.34and 101.24with S.D's30.39 and 23.55 respec-
tively. Thet-ratiocameouttobe4.78 whi chissignificant
at.0llevd of significance. That meansthereisasignifi-
cant difference of socia skills between visually im-
paired boys and girlson home environment. However,
themean scoreof visually impaired girlsishigher than
thevisually impaired boys. It impliesthat the girlshad
better social skillson homeenvironment ascompareto
the boys.
Discussionand Conclusion

The present study reveals that the visually

impaired students who have good home environment
have better social skills. Girls have better social skills
than boys. So it is suggested to the parents of visually
impaired children that they should cooperate them for
the development of better social skills. Family should
make an effort to devel op aconducivesocial climatein
the home so that every visually impaired child should
feel that he belongs to a group of normal population.
The study also presents that the girls are more social
thanboys. So, theremust beorgani zeprogrammesdrama,
poetry, sports etc more to enhance the socia skills
among visually impaired students. The findings also
show that the students of special schools feel more
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loneliness and impulsiveness than integrated schools.
So, itisrecommended totheteachersof special schools
that they should understand and identify child's self
esteem to encourage and generate social skillsamong
visually impaired students. They can also assign some
projectstodevelopthesocial skills. Theimpul siveness
and loneliness of visually impaired students can be
decreased in special schoolswith good and congenial
environment because there is a keen relationship be-

tween social environment and social skills.
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