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Introduction:

The Minimum Competency Vocational
Courses were introduced at +2 stage of education
in Maharashtra in 1990 by a scheme of Central
Government. Theschemewasintroduced withtheaims
to provide vocationally skilled manpower, to promote
self-employment and to restrict the flow to ‘degree’
education.

According to the revised curriculum of the
vocational stream, it isdivided into six categories. the
Tradeand Commerce Group, the Agriculture Group,
the Engineering and Technology Group, Paramedical
Group, Fishery Group and Food and Technol ogy Group.
Theresearcher who hasbeenteaching Englishat higher
secondary stage since long felt that the issue of
curriculumdesignwasanimportant issueand could be
handled with appropriate strategy.

TheNationa CurriculumFramework 2000and
2005 have also stressed the need to look into the
problem of curriculum design according to the needs
of the students. The investigation started with a felt
need to have separate curriculum of English for
vocational courses. English being a compulsory
language at higher secondary stage, it isan important
subject. The nature of English language curriculum
whichiscommonto all the streamsmakesit necessary
to give a serious thought to the goals,the aims and
objectives, thecoursebooks, theteaching methodol ogy
and evaluation.

Objectives

The researcher had set the following
objectivesfor thestudy:. u Totakereview of thenewly
introduced curriculumof Englishat Higher Secondary
Stagein MaharashtraState. u Tocritically examinethe
newly introduced curriculumof Englishintermsof the
needsof vocational coursesat Higher Secondary Stage.
uTosuggest anew curriculumof Englishfor Minimum
Competency Vocational Coursesat Higher Secondary
Stage.

TheM ethod and Toolsof Resear ch

George JMouly saysthat no category of educational
research is more widely used than the type known
variously asthesurvey method. Inthe present research
the researcher has used the normative survey method.
The researcher selected Questionnaire and
Opinionnaire as tools for data collection. These are

very effective and convenient tool s of data collection.
They suited the purposeof theresearcher ashewanted
reactionsand suggestions fromtheteacher community
which faces practical problems.

Theresearcher vigoroudly collected thefacts
and opinions of theteacherswho arefirst hand source
of information as they realize the problem in a better
way than others. Opinions of the experts who are
syllabus developers
and coursebook writers were also gathered to give a
concrete shape to the work.

Asthepopulationof Englishteachersteaching
inMinimum Competency Vocational Coursesin Akola
and Washim districts was limited. The researcher
decided upon to include al of them in the present
study. Henceall the 40 Englishlanguageteacherswere
included to obtain data through questionnaire.
Opinionnairewasgivento 10 expertsfromall over the
state. Theexpertsweremembersof theBoard of Studies,
resource persons and teacher trainers.
Conclusionsdrawn About theSyllabus
. The revised syllabus of English language at
Higher Secondary Stagedoesnot compl etely fulfill the
objectives of teaching English for Vocational Stream.
. The needs of learning English language of
thestudentsjoining Minimum Competency Vocational
Coursesare different from those of academic courses.
. The objectives of teaching English to
vocationa streamshould bedifferent fromthesamefor
academic streams.

. The revised syllabus of English at Higher
Secondary Stagedoesnot cater totheneedsof Minimum
Competency Vocational Courses students.

About theNeeds

. The revised syllabus does not cater to the
vocational needs of these students.
. The revised syllabus does not satisfacto rily

endeavours to meet the functional needs of these
students.

. The revised syllabus does not provide
opportunities to meet the linguistic needs of these
students.

About theCour sebooks

. The new coursebooks of English fail to
develop the oral communication skills needed by
Minimum Competency Vocational Courses students.
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. The new coursebooks do not devel op written
communication skills needed by these students.

. The new coursebooks do not develop self-
learningabilities.

. The vocational stream needs a separate
syllabus with specific objectives of communication
skills.

. The vocational stream should have different
coursebooks from the other streams.
AbouttheEvaluation

. The introduction of Oral Test at HSC
Examinationisawelcomedecision.

. The vocational students should have
Practical/ Internal Work in addition to the Oral Test.
. Theresultsof Englishat HSC Examhavebeen

improved because of the newly introduced scheme of
examination.

. The Question Paper Format of English needs
to be revised for Vocational Courses.

About Teachers’workload

. The workload of the English language
teachers need to be increased.

About Teacher Training

. The English language teachers need training
in teaching of English.
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