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Surviva of manof Earth becamedifficult, dueto envi-
ronmental problems. Eco-criticismisjoining handswith
ecology, fighting withthedanger of mankind. Eco-criti-
cismisalatest branchof literary criticism, still anemerg-
ing movement, highly functional and closely related
with the mankind. It isambitious with multiple agenda
including intellectual, political, ethical and spiritual as-
pectsof life. It isnot confined with aparticular literary
genre. Itisacombination of Natural Sciencesand other
academicdisciplines. Eco-criticismisabroadbased social
and environmental approachtotheliterature. Eco-criti-
cism attacks on the western attitude of separating cul-
tureand nature. Eco-criticismasatermcoinedby William
Rueckertin 1978 and recognition asabranch of literary
criticismcamein 1990 withthe publication of thebooks
"TheEco-criticismReader' and TheEnvironmental Imagi-
nation'. The term eco-criticism is defined by William
Rueckert asthe study of relationship betweenthelitera-
ture and physical environment, conducted in a spirit of
environmental practice.
Eco-criticismisconcernedwiththeplace, race,
gender and class in the study of literature. Eco-criti-
cism analyses the role of environment in the creation
of text. It has deep concern with the reflection of non-
environment relationshipinliterature. Representation
of nature in literature, perception and writing about
natureinliteratureisbeing evaluated by eco-criticism.
The proper representation of environmental valuesin
literature and the concern with gender in looked after
by eco-criticism. Eco-criticism shifts a reader from
egoconciousness to ecoconciousness. Eco-criticism
has an ethical stand and ethical responsibility to pro-
tect health of the Earth.
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(Abhang no. 2371) The Abhanga referred here is
Abhangno. 2371 from Sakal Abhang Gathaof the Saint
poet Tukaram, composed in Marathi, some 400 years
ago. Tukaram was a Marathi poet-saint, who is be-
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lieved that went to the Vaikuntha along with his body.
The salvation not only to the soul but soul with body.
Hecomposed morethan 4000 A bhangs (thedevotional
songs) on different subjects. In the present Abhang
(asreferred here) he createsrelation withthe environ-
ments and the nature. Thetrees, the singing birds and
even the wild animals were considered so intimate to
the closeness of arelative. A bird singing melodious
song has been considered as a relative near to the
heart. We can enjoy the best tranquil moment only in
the company of nature. There is nothing pure in the
human society, if wetry to get only the pure something
evil will definitely comewithit, butitisnotthereinthe
company of nature, the things are completely pure.
Thereisnofear of comingalittlebit of evil withit. Itis
the self realization of Tukaram, as he useto sit onthe
top of the Bhandara hills near Dehu town (the birth
place of Tukaram) for meditation, continuously for
several days. T ukaram appeal sthemankindto practice
to be happy in the company of nature. The solitudeis
defiantly enjoyableand hel pful for meditation. Itleads
to haveaconversationwith our own self. Itisaway for
self realization, introspection and salvation.

TheAbhangaisvery much significant, when
evaluated fromtheeco-critic point of view, initstheme
and use of words. It touches intellectua as well as
spiritual aspectsof life. Tukaramwasof afirmbelief that
the ultimate goal of human lifeis salvation, and it can
be achieved in the company of nature. he glorified the
nature in the framework of spirituality. He has sur-
passed the distance between the nature-culture-spiri-
tuality. The text of the Abhanga has taken nature as a
place of creation. Thereis deep-sensible relationship
between the man and the environment, reflected inthe
Abhanga. Tukaram has represented the values of na-
ture in this Abhanga. Thisperceptionof natureisunique
because it is based on spirituality. There are moral
lessons in the nature, which are to be put in action in
thereal life. Natureenrichesour experienceof life. Thus
Tukaram has represented the environmental valuesin
thisAbhangato shift thereader from egoconsciousness
to ecoconsciousness.
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