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ABSTRACT

sound suggestions.

The Indian social structure still has casteism deeply rooted in it. The British Goverement notified some of the tribes ag
criminal tribes after the | ndependence the same was denotified. Each tribe has its own customs and traditions. The system
of governance, decision making and settlement are patriarchal and women suffer extremely low position and are subjected
to brutality imposed upon them. These women are still secondary in the society as in other caste .They are victims to
exploitation as the jat-panchayats have violent and oppressive rules. This paper is a venture to find the reason and make

Introduction:

India its social structure still has casteism
deeply rooted in it due to which some tribes were out-
law and resorted to crimina activities. The British
Government notified some of the tribes as criminal
tribesby passing TheCriminal TribesActin1871.The
Criminal TribesAct wasrepea edin 1952 after thel nde-
pendence since then the tribes come to be known as
Denctified tribes . Some tribes are recognized by
Maharashtra government .

Eachtribe hasitsown customs and traditions
there a system of governance-decision making and
settlement of matters. Thejat-pachayat isresponsible
and playsinfluential roleinthetribes. Every decision
is made by jat-panchayat. The entire jat-panchayat is
patriarchal and has violent and oppressive rules. The
women are helpless vulnerable even in developed
society, women are still secondary inthe society asin
other caste, how canthewomen of ‘denotifiedtribes be
exception? They arevictimsto exploitation. Thus, the
dominant jat-panchayat must be studied to know to
status of these women in Denotified tribes (DNT's).
Thesetribeshavedistinctivefeaturesof their own;
1) Therearedistinctionsin inter-dining and inter-mar

riages. Each nomadictribeisan endogamous group
2) Except few, al are patriarchal and women suffer ex
tremely low position and are subjected to brutality.
3) All most all thedomestic rulesare made by thetribe
council. Only recently the police or judiciary isre
ferred.
Sanctionsimposed onwomen by tribescouncil ;

The tribe council or jat-pachayat plays an impor-
tantroleinthetribesanditslaw and order. Nearly 90%
of their rulesarerel ated towomen. Asthecouncil male
dominated and patriarchal womencanhardly bedoomed
with justice. The matters referred to the council are
relatingwomen, viz;

1) Women are not given any office or post in the tribe
council. If women participate in any discussion or
try to advice, it is considered as an insult of the
council.

2) Polygamy existsin the Berad tribe but polyandry is
prohibited.

3) Child marriageispresentinsometribesbut nowoman
canremarry.

4) Any woman in Chhaparband tribe has no right to
seek justiceif shehasbeentortured, cheated or hurt
physically, only her father, brother or husband can
make acomplain to the tribe council on her behalf.

5 A women in kanjaar bhhat tribe have to provetheir
chastity to the tribe council before marriage.

6) Offering girls to the godess is decided by the tribe
council.

7) Nowoman must argue with men, she must respect
men.

8) A woman in Bhamta Rajput tribe must assist while
committing arobbery, but she must not fall in love
with aman out of her tribe. If caught while makinga
robbery, she must not reveal the slightest identity of
her male partner(s).

9 Thetribecouncilswoman asaconsumablecommod
ity and can be traded in the form of mortgage.

10) The tribe council controls the sexual behavior of
womenwithitsstrict andrigid policy. Yet, itsroleis
ambiguous regarding the sex labour of women; the
mal ehaveright upontheirincomederived fromthat.

11 Women must not disrespect men asit is a severe
crimeagainst thetribe'spolicy and they haveto face
severe punishment for that .

Distinction between the punishments awarded to men

and women by the tribe council.

The men and women form tribes are treated
differently .Punishmentstothewomen arequitediffer-
ent and reliant upon superstitions. In case there is

18 H

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH WISDOM



I nter national | ndexed,Referred Resear ch Jour nal, | SSN-2250-2629, January,2013

mi sbehaviour against the policy of thetribe council by done to them due to the male dominated caste

awoman, sheis punished in the form of, e.g. her nose system.

issevered, her face would be blackened, shewouldbe 4) Women are victimto violence and injustice done

ex-communicated, her tongue would be burnt with a to them in the patriarchal system.

hot iron bar, sanctions would be imposed against her, 5 Womens psycheisnot at al considered while

she would be made drunk etc. In order to prove her abidingby therulesof their community. Their inter

innocence she would be compelled to take out a coin marriage, remarriage, divorce, childmarriage, sexua

from boiling oil, walk on the burning coals etc. and behavior isaways controlled by patriarchal tribe

other in human punishments for women . council.

Conclusion 6) Triba women (DNTSs) aremorevictimizedtoex

1) Women have to face hardships and torture not ploitation compared to dalit and adivasi women.
only by other communities but also frommenin Womens' education is almost absent or very low
their owntribe asthetribe had been called acrimi among these women, hence they are not aware
nal one. about their rights and cannot raise their voice

2 Women cannot enjoy any social statusdueto patri against oppression and social insecurity.

archal and male dominated system.
3 Women cannot raise their voice against injustice
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