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ImportanceoftheL iterature

Like all other romantic comedies by
Shakespeare, theworld of AMidsummer Night'sDream
is a fantasy of romance, love, humor, music, dance,
song, and poetry. Theinfluenceof literature on society
isfeltdirectly orindirectly. ThusMiss Stowe's"Uncle
Tom'sCabin' wasdirectly responsiblefor amovement
against slavery in literature and life in USA of those
days. The novels of Dickens had anindirect influence
in creating in society a feeling for regulating and re-
moving social wrongs, calling for get better gradesand
necessary reforms. Sarat Chandra's novels have gone
along way in breaking digliking of change asregards
womeninour society. Itis, however, clear that if weare
interested in literature, and its influence is bound to
move people.

Literature is made out of the lore of life. No
doubt, therealistic artist bringsto afocusthe oddities
and cruder aspects of life overmuch. But to know life
fully, not only the bright side but also the seamy and
dark sideof lifeisto beknown. Literaturecaninfluence
society in that it can add to the person which partici-
patesin society, butit should berememberedthat it has
some limit in the matter of changing the society.

The Ramayana, The Geeta, The
Mahabharata, The Quran and The Bible have a great
influence on the people. Their dialogues pass into
everyday usagein English and other languages. L atin,
Greek, Sanskrit, and other literatureshave given many
words to the English people and society. Mahatma
Gandhiji wasinfluenced by theBhagwat Geeta. Tol stoy
was influenced by Thoreau, Lenin wasinfluenced by
Marx. The sixteenth president of America, Abraham
Lincolnwasal soinfluenced by abook. Havingread the
book, Abraham Lincoln raised his voice against op-
pressive act done with Black.

The great writers emphasize the important
placeliteratureholdsinthesociety andtheability it has
to initiate change. Literature must be radical, rebel-
lious, and extremeto be considered great, andthat only
thosewho shareinthisspirit cantruly enjoy literature.
Itisastory of theinexplicabl enatureof our society and
itsoverwhelming sense of self importance and lack of
selflessness.

Reviewof theRelated Literature

Literature can serve as an effective non-vio-
lent way of addressing issues in a society. These is-
sues, however, may be troubling to theway thingsare
in the society. Consequently, some people may feel
these issues are best |eft untouched and condemn the
power of literatureto bringthemtothesurface. Thefact
that alarge number of people find theissuesraised in
literature compelling should meanthat theliteraturein
which these issues are raised should not be ignored.
Literature hashad amajor impact on the devel opment
of society. It has shaped civilizations, changed politi-
cal systems and exposed injustice.

Literature gives us a detailed preview of hu-
man experiences, allowing peopleto connect onbasic
levels of desire and emotion. Judith Caesar, English
professor at the American University of Sharjah said-
(AUS). "By reading narratives, we can empathize and
understand others. Literature isthought provoking; it
allows us to raise questions and gives us a deeper
understanding of issues and situations.”

M.K. Gandhi says, "l have nothing new to
teach the world. Truth and non-violence are asold as
thehills." In most theories of therelationship of litera-
ture and society reflection, influence, and social con-
trol areimplied. Literature isinterpreted asreflecting
normsand values, asrevealing the ethosof culture, the
processes of class struggle, and certain types of social
"facts." "Influence" isnot strictly thereverse of reflec-
tion, since social stability and cultural ideals are in-
volved. Socia control, however, articulatesclosely with
oneversion of reflection, though to alimited extent in
complex, dynamic societies.

Literatureissaid to be the mirror of the soci-
ety. It isfact that society operated in the past, it isdue
totheliteratureof the Renaissance, the Enlightenment,
the Romantics, and even today. When people relate
through apieceof literature, it really makesone think
that you're not alone and that someone el se has been
through what you are going through. The way authors
areableto grabyouwith howthecharactersarefeeling
or what they are looking at brings the reader into that
story. If one reads a piece of literature that contains
information on other cultures he then sees how they
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live, what worksfor themandwhat doesn't. Asareader,
people learn how other cultures live, which in turn
makesreaders as a society think about the way that we
liveour ownlives. Literature describessocial fact that
isobservedtohappeninpolitics. Literaturemay create
anideal worldfor peopletofollow. Shortfiction, poetry,
drama and nonfiction selections written by a diverse
group of writersrepresent different social classes, races,
genders, cultures, and sexua orientations.
Organizesselectionsaroundfivesocially rel-
evant themes, Growing Upand Growing Older; Women
and Men; Money and Work; Peace and War; and Va-
rietiesof Protest. Showshow literary technique serves
larger purposes, the recreation of experience, the ex-
ploration of ideas, the analysis of socia issues, and
how these larger purposes themselves shape literary
form and its effects are seen on the society. Misery is

REFERENCE

astoryforall society. Novel sareknownto havechanged
the direction of the human mind and set in motion
movements that have altered our ways of life.
Useful LiteratureintheSociety

Theauthor isasoul of any society. Hethinks
and contemplateson contemporary traditions, changes.
He expresses his perceptions, feelings, realizations,
sensibilitiesand experienceswiththehel p of literature.
Literatureistherepresentation of thefeeling of people
so it is rightly called that literature is the mirror of
society. The author doesnot present it asit isfound in
thesociety but he makesit true, fully welfareand beau-
tiful which isimpressive and inspiring. It is a society
that isdrastically different from any society in history,
bothinthepast or present. Whiletheprincipalsof the
society may bevery similar to those espoused by com-
muni st doctrine, in practicethey have worked out suc-
cessfully which we know was not the case in the com-
muni st regimes of our time.
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