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ABSTRACT

Kabir is a revolutionary saint poet of medieval India. His ideas are still relevant. He, in his poetry raised his voice against
all the unjust social and religious customs. He keenly wanted to change the unhealthy social and religious customs of his
time. He was outspoken and quite logical in his attack. He exposed futility of the customs and rituals. Through his poems,
Kabir attacked the futility of caste system, irrational rituals and inequality.His poetry becomes a candid voice of egalitarian
CONSCiousness.

Introduction

One of the aspects of humanismisto support
the cause of human rights. Egalitarianismisone of the
chief characteristics of humanism. In stead of any re-
ligious scriptures, a humanist would love to practise
the ethics of human rights. For a humanist, human
rightsare hisholy books. Welfare of al human beings
is the motto of humanism. Kabir never accepted dis-
criminations observed on grounds of caste, creed, re-
ligionand gender. Nooneisinferior or superior.All are
equal. Even he puts emphasis on animal rights too.
Says Kabir : Brahman is omnipresent ant it is one,
irrespective of a scholar or a yogi.One must not be
called superior by way of hiscaste, creed, religionand
nationality. Kabir strongly opposed violence against
animals: A goat eats grass, its skin is removed fero-
ciously. What shall happen to onewho eatsagoat? In
the same vein he says: during the day you fast due to
Ramzan, at night you kill acow. Isthiskilling of wor-
shipping? How can you please Allah by killing inno-
cent animals?

Kabir's message of human rights is highly
relevant to the contemporary scenario of the world.
Kabir wasinfavour of formingasecular and democratic
society in which all human beings have equality of
opportunity. There is not any caste system in such
society. A human being isahuman being. Heisneither
Hindu nor Mudlim. Heisneither Brahmin nor Shudra.
Nobodyisprivilegedtobesuperior or inferior.Kabir's
arguespersuasively:

Itisagreatillusionto observeany difference
on grounds of caste. Every human body is composed
of the same bones, blood, mussels and one anus, the
same Brahman (atman or being) is pulsating in each
heart, how canyou say oneisBrahmin( asuperior caste
in hindu caste system) and the other is shudra ( an
inferior caste in hindu caste system)

Kabir believed that the deeds done for the progress of
society and for the betterment of all human beingsare
thereal deed and real rituals. It has been the tendency
of thepeopletofollowtheritualsof hisreligionblindly.
Kabir argues:

OKabir! Only heisthereal saintwhoisalways
sensitive to other people's feelings and sufferings.
Onewhoisnot sensitiveto other people'sfeelingsand
sufferingsisKafir ( onewho does not follow the com-
mands of Allah) Kabir strongly criticisesthe activity
of hoarding riches. Andthisattitudeof Kabir showshis
humanism. Says he:

O God! Givemeonly that muchwhichisrequiredtofeed
my family.

Neither | nor any sadhu (vagrant saint) remain hungry.
Your lifeisvery short and you havetoliveonthisearth
for four days only.

Enjoy what you have earned and don't expect more as
no hoarding of money and richesshall accompany you
while dying.

K abir alsoadvised themnot bevery haughtyandarro-
gant. SaysK abir:

O Kabir! Don't take mighty pride for anything you
possess, Never laugh at someone.

You yacht is an the middle of an ocean, anything can
happen who knows?

Most of our lifeisspentinearningwealthand
fame. But at the end, nothing isachieved. Death takes
away everything one has earned. Howsoever young
one is, oneis not so far from death. This attitude of
Kabir isvery much humanistic asheurgeseveryoneto
loveall human beingsirrespective of any differences.
All human beings are one and al arelovable.

Kabir puts emphasis on simple living and high think-
ing. Kabir advised everyone to control passions and
stop hoarding wealth and undue storage of goods. All
the resources should bejustly and equally used for all
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thehuman beings. Equitabledistribution of wealthand
other resources shall help protect the human rights.
K abir saidabout thedevelopment onthebasisof human
rights. SaysKabir:

Thewholeworldfoolishly pursuebookish knowledge,
but none becomes a Pandit ( a scholar).

One who pursuesthe meaning of four lettersLOVE is
areal Pandit.

Unlike any other saint poet, Kabir did not
establish any religious cult. He believed in that God
that livesinmanand all living creatures. He said what
heexperienced and saw. Duringthetimeof Kabir , even
now also, Peoplefollowed the of ritualsand traditions
blindly like arat race. He examined Hindu, Muslim,
Vaishnav, etc. philosophies and found them devoid of
true guidance. They made people ritualistic and not
humanistic He said in one of the earliest dohas:

If they call me Hindu, | am not,
Nor am a Musalman.
| am a statue of a metal of thisworld.
It was difficult to pronounce like this. There was not
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freedom of expression. No one till that time had said
such a thing. Nobody had opposed religion. Kabir
rejected both the major religions.
In another Doha he says
Only Allah iseternal.
| am neither Hindu nor Turk.
| do not observe any rites.
| neither do any Puja nor do | say Namaz.

God did not dwell in them. Devotion could not be
measured by them.Hedid notbelievein"Tirth Kshetra"
because, according to him, they only contained water,
not God. Does water lead one to God? On the other
hand, grinding stoneis better because it helpsto pro-
videflour.God, ultimately, dweltin heartsof men, nei-
ther in temples, magjids, and sanyas nor in any ritual.
It must beremembered that Kabir wasnot anatheist. He
believed in knowledge which would liberate. That is,
knowledgewould lead to liberation. Withthishetried
to educate and enlighten the downtrodden.
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