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ABSTRAC

George Eliot's The Mill on the Floss and William Faulkner's "A Rose for Emily" are two such texts which are written during
different times in history but share many feministic ideas. The central characters Maggie and Emily suffer at the hands of

patriarchal society. But they try to resist this "sclerosed universe of males" as de Beauvoir puts it and emerge as free individual
beings at the end of the story.
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Introduction herto find one herself which results in her estrangement

George Eliotis a British woman writerwho ha§om her father and her society
written many novels which revolve around women aRyen people of the town sympathize with her because
The Mill on the Floss is one them. In this novel sHey have seen that her life is controlled by her father
depicts Maggie as a feministic figure who surpassesidifit is why after his death, she refuses to accept his
criticism and prejudices on her wailliam Faulkner death and does not allow the townspeople to take away
on the other hand, is american male authoirhe his dead bodyrhis makes the townspeople comment;
interesting thing about Faulkner's works is that he writéée remembered all the young men her father had driven
both about blacks and whites, males and females®t@y and we knew that with nothing left, she would
believes in the equality of gender and race. His sh&ave to cling to that which had robbed, e people
story "A Rose for Emily" is about a Southern womap¥ll." Several criticslike Irving Marlin, Norman Holland,
who experiences utter discrimination firstly at the har@f3d Jack Sherting have regarded Emily's relationship
of her father and then society but emerges as a femifi8t her father as the central theme of the story and
being by the end of the stoAlthough the setting of according to them, the suppression and abuse which
both the stories is different; with The Mill on the Flog&ie suffers athis hands makes her murder Homer Barron,
being setin nineteenth century Britain and "A Rose fi#r only suitor (Brook 133). .
Emily" in early twentieth centumerica, but a com- But it is not just a patriarchal parental figure

parison can be drawn between the situations of Y0 works as a force of suppression for Eniilye
central characters of these texts. Jefferson society is also seen by critics as a patriarchal

Analysis figure and its continuous interference in Emily's life
Emilyin" A Rosefor Emily" proves them right to a great extent. But patriarchal so-
Emily Griersonis a southern lady who inherigety does not mean that only men are responsible for
not only the property of her clan but also their mann#ie restriction and discrimination of women, the women
ism and lifestyle. Hence, she is referred to by the towfithe town also work as the spokesperson of patriar-
people as a "tradition, a duty and a care.” Emily i§Ral ideology in this text. They keenly observe every
victim of patriarchal chauvinism. It is her father whactivity in Emily's life After her father's death, she is
controls her life and his absolute control has cloggR&en as a pathetic figure and is addressed as "poor
her own way of perceiving the world. He stifles Emﬁ"y" by them time and again. When Homer Barron, a
with his rules, regulations and demands. It is becabiithern labourecomesinher life, they accept this fact
of his stifling attitude that Emily is single even at the agéth the expectation that she would marry him. But
of thirty. By separating her completely from the rest@hen they come to know that Homer calls himself“not
the town, he inculcates in her a way of living thatdsmarrying man," they get suspicious about the rela-
impossible for her to escape until her death. Thoughti@iship and ask the Bishop to write to Emily's cousins.
father thwarts every desire of hers, yet Emily nev@® that she could be stopped from committing a sinful
revolts against him. He restricts her freedom of choR@- The patriarchal ideology can be seen atwork when
when he does not allow her to date socially or cho83@y think that the affair is a disgrace for the society and
her life partnerHe does not consider any man goé@ll Emily a "fallen” woman. She is called a "fallen”
enough to marry his daughter and does not even alf$@nan, probably because she is in love with a man
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below her standards and also because he cannot naautya husband”, and in a "degraded and outcast con-
her The irony of the situation is that a woman is calllition" (Eliot 503). She is considered to be prompted by
"fallen" if she does not follow the rules of a society binwomanly boldness" and "unbridled passion".
notaman. Thereis no reference in the text where HoSk@phen sends a letter describing all that was happened
is addressed as a tragic figure or a disgrace for hleéween him and Maggie but it fails to save Maggie's
societyas if only Emily has the responsibility to mairreputation. Rather he is considered a gentleman who
tain the moral standards of her society had fallen at the hands of an intriguing woman. The
Maggiein TheMill ontheFloss irony of the situation is that Maggie is not believed
Maggie also meets the same fate that Emiijnen she herself tells what was happened t@uefa
does. Maggie is discriminated at every stage of her litgter* by Stephen is considered trustworthy and is
Her parents discriminate between Maggie and lgiren primary importance. People consider him a gentle-
brotherTom while raising them. He is allowed to plagnan who is ready to take the blame on his shoulders to
outside with his friends and Maggie is asked to beh@awe the reputation of a low-woman. When she tries to
in a girl-like mannerHer mother insists her to weaface the townspeople so that she can prove her inno-
"frilled" dresses and do her hair nicely which she dagce to the priest, she is addressed as a shameless girl
not like. She wants to make her a meek and docile winlo can ruin the character of other girls in the town.
who will be an excellent product for marriage. Maggighey wonder that how can she stay in St. Ogg's after
is not given proper education unlike his brother b@mmitting such a blunder
cause her father thinks that education is not awoman's In all this turmoil, when mere survival has
business; she is just meant for marri#g#ough she become a problem for heshe does not stop thinking
is more intelligent than her brothehe is not given anabout earning for herself. She tells Renn, "The only
opportunity to work on her skills. thing | want is some occupation that will enable me to
But her conflict with her family and societyget my bread and be independent" (509). This is very
begins when she reaches adulthood. Her brother tréeical idea on a woman's part who lives in society
to control her social and personal relationships. Wbere marriage is considered the only occupation meant
does not allow her to meet Philip, her childhood frierfdr women. She does not want to be a parasite for Bob,
He orders her to sit in the house and wait for her maom's childhood friend, too who is ready to support her
riage. He does not even allow her to work and earnlfseems to be herfeftto earn her freedom actuallyke
the family He thinks that it will be a disgrace for thde Beauvoir says, awoman cannot get her freedom until
family if his sister goes out and works. she becomes economically independent (de Beauvoir
Maggie, just like Emilykeeps accepting his22). Dr Kenn, the priest, is severely criticized by both
instructions because thatis what women were expecteth and women of the society for keeping Maggie as
to do in the nineteenth century England. But what difgoverness in his houges Eliot writes, "the feminine
ferentiates these characters is their courage to figind" thinks that he will be beguiled into marrying.her
back against this discrimination. These women exprégey also think that an apostle has fallen and will wept
their displeasure against patriarchal structure in diffbitterly afterwards. "The masculine mind" on the other
ent mannerg\s we have discussed ear]iEmily kills hand, smiles pleasantly and does not wonder at this
her suitor and sleeps with his corpse because she isaotturn of event. The contradiction lies here between
able to marry him otherwise. Her society may not hate thinking of both men and women of the St. Ogg's
allowed her to marry a man below her standards. ®iety Because it is the women df ©gg's who criti-
choosing to create her own world inside her room shize Maggie and not the men, particulaBging women
renounces the society and remains alone for the reghey do not think from Maggie's perspective but con-
her life. Critics justify her act and classify her asd@mn her behaviour more than anybody else. There are
feminist figure who challenges the patriarchal structunstances in the text which prove that Maggie was
by doing everything she is not supposed to do accawrare of the criticism which were to follow on her return
ing to a given cultural setup. to the town but this would not curb her desire to go back
Similarly, MaggieTulliver happens to elopeand settle in the same towirnat is whythis act of hers
with her suitorSephen Guest; her boat drifts when sieemore significant than others; the courage to face an
is in her fantasy world. She has the choice to marry inglifferent, male-chauvinistic society makes her a femi-
love Sephen who proposes her that d&8yt she nist being. DrKenn thinks, she has chosen "the steep
chooses to return to the town where she is discardedmy difficult path of areturn...when that return was most
her family and societylhe public opinion is againstof all difficult" (Eliot 508).As discussed earlign "A
Maggie as she has returned "without a trousseau, WRbhse for Emily", the society is presented as an active
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agent in the storyVhen the townspeople begin to secélstem.of.sexual politics, who m_avc_artheless has discov-
Miss Emily and Homer often riding togetherina bugg‘ifed' withinthe structures thatvictimize lsaurces of
they acknowledge her right to date him but they alR@Wwer for herself (qtd in Fetterley 35).
believe that she would never consider him seriou§ignclusion . . -
because he is "a Northernaday labouretand sheis . 1hus both Maggie and Emily are victims of
a"Grierson”. They wonder if she is forgetting her famiileir patriarchal societies. They are dev0|_d of basic
pride and becoming involved with a man beneath éfman need of freedom of choice. There is a strong
standard. Then the townspeople relegate her to aBgCck on their social relationships. They are not al-
tery, condemning her as “fallen,” and we recall the fif@¥ved to choose their marriage partn&izove all, itis
sentence of the starwhen the men of the town go tthe society which judges and guides the actions of a
Miss Emily's funeral to pay their last respects to "a fall¥gman. The way Maggie is blamed for her elopement
monument.” with Stephen similarly Emily is accused of dating Homer
One day when she buys poison from the drﬁ%rron who does notintend to marry.figrey are called
store, the townspeople, never suspecting the poisd@l|§" low-women butno suchterms are used for Homer
intended for Homeconclude that Miss Emily will prob-Barron or Stephen Guest because they belong to a
ably use itto kill herselAfter Homer Barron announce$UPerior sex. These double standards of society of
to the men that he is not the marrying kind, the towfigulkner's time and that of Eliot's time can be ques-
people think that his and Miss Emily's relationship i$ign€d- Only women were expected to follow the pre-
disgrace and they try to stop it. The outraged wonsshibed ruIes. and thel_r behaviour were strictly checked
of the society insist that Baptist minister should talky§on by their societies. In the short story Jefferson
Emily. When townspeople cannot put an end to tﬂgople notice Emﬂyseverymovementand do notlet.her
relationship between the perceived lovers, they ask§iigout of the given pattern although she revolts against
minister's wife to write to Miss Emily's relativesiifa- them by creating a life of her own in her house. Emily's
bama and as a result, two cousins come to stay with#@ir with a man, who is considered below her stan-
Homer disappears after Miss Emily's cousins move i ds, also seems to be a revolt against the Jefferson
the house and everyone assumes that he has goﬁ@qgtytha_ttnes to control the behawourofuppercla_ss
prepare for their marriagé. week laterthe cousins ladies. Emily emerges as a strong character by choosing
leave Three days lateHomer returns to the towfihe the kind of life she had imagined for herself. Similarly
narrator notes, "And that was the last we saw of HorlY&#99i€ in her elopement with Stephen and returning to
Barron." The townspeople never suspect that she cdQgitown proves herself as a very bold, strong woman
kill Homer Baron, believing that such an aristocrafff0 i ready toface all the criticism thrown at hethe
woman as Miss Emily could never do any wroA __cor}te>_<t_S|mone de Bea_uvowsstatement abouthgg|e
critic, Judith Fetterley who sees the story throughSgignificant, [bm] obstinately upholds accepted prin-
feminist lens argues that Emily takes her revenge frefl€s congeal morality in formal rules; but Maggie tries
the tyrannical patriarchal society by murdering Homié Put the breath of life into them, she upsets
Barron (Brook 133). Faulkner himselfimplied: them...emerges as a genuine free being, beyond the
[1]tis a story of awoman victimized and betrayed by tfig/erosed universe of males. (de Beauvoir 385)
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