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ABSTRACT

D.H. Lawrence's portrayals of the vital experiences, of which most importance appears to be sexual
relationship, indicate that he is deeply conscious of their religious nature; so that though sex is frequently
there, itishandled as a sacred thing, spiritual not animal. Lawrenceis, then, fond of primitive instinctsand
passions; his own appeal is to the heart rather than the head.
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D. H. Lawrence used his novels to
presentto hisreadershisowninterpretationof life;
hewasconcernedwiththebas c problemsof human
existence-man'srelationshipwith hisfellowsand
withthe universebeyond himself. Hecombined a
violent hatred of the primitive and natural and a
passionatebelief intheimportanceof thedevel op-
ment of everyone'suniqueindividuality. Scorning
themerelyintellectual faculties, heplaced histrust
in the experiences of the senses, which for him
seemtogaininvalueasthey becomemoreviolent.
Lawrence believed that man's primary instincts
and the impulses which spring from his uncon-
scious mind are his safest guides.

Hisportrayalsof thevital experiences, of
which most importance appearsto be sexual rela-
tionship, indicate that he is deeply conscious of
their religious nature; so that though sex is fre-
quently there, itishandled asasacred thing, spiri-
tual not animal. Lawrenceis, then, fond of primi-
tiveinstinctsand passions; hisownappeal istothe
heart rather than the head. He seeks to persuade,
not by the reasoning faculty, but by the emotional
apped that hewent onfor anuninhibitedunfolding
of the truths about sex and his preference for in-
stinct and passion over intellect are some of the
issues which have made L awrence the most con-
troversial and the most compelling figure of the
twentieth century.

Lawrence's use of sex, which is more important
and crucial tothemeaning of hisnovelsaswell as
understanding hisbelief, opensnew vistasfor every
incipient reader. "To Lawrence, sex isnot adirty

word-what isdirty isthetaboo around it, theinhi-
bition, the psychology of repression. It isavital
part of his creed that the social patternitself isa
reflection of the private sexual pattern” (Salgado
34). He proclaimed that sex isafundamental fact
of lifewhich was being corrupted by the modern
western society. Hereviled what he called 'sex in
the head'-the modern degradation of the sex act
whichto himwasattraction and copul ation based
onpersonality andthussuperficial, notlastingand
ultimately unfulfilling because it was performed
merely for momentary pleasureof social purposes.
Sex, for Lawrence, was not a social function but
anatural manifestation of the primal force of the
universe. As he says in the Lady Chatterley's
Lover- "Thebody'slifeisinthelife of sensations
and emotions. The body feels real hunger, real
thirst,real warmthandreal passion”(67). Lawrence
believed that through sex a man and a woman
could go beyond their conscious personalities. It
was union that obliterated the barriersof their in-
dividuality and connected them with their tran-
scendent true selvesin amarriage of the physical
and the spiritual. Sex in Lawrence's view was a
mysticritual tointegrateto ahigher and complete
stateof awarenessthrough amerging of withwhat
he defined as " bl ood consciousness.”
Lawrenceglorifiessex asaliberatingagent
fromthesterility of industrial civilization. Hewas
influenced by Otto Weininger's book Sex and
Character. In the book The White Peacock
Lawrence has described the outer fringes of sex
attraction and repulsion. "Beagood animal; trust
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your animal instinct" washismotto. "Hewas, too
opposedtoanexcessi veimportancebeingattached
totheintellect, and wanted that we should follow
ourinstincts' (Meyers113). Philip Callowwrites:
There seems nothing which (Mr. Lawrence's
imagination) cannot enter into, either in nature or
the instinctive life of man and woman. It recoils
solely before most of the things which theimagi-
nation hastill now founditsinspirations, and prob-
lems, the tragedy and comedy of life aswe know
it. Mr. Lawrence hasdeepenedthesefor us, but he
hasal so dived beneath sideof instincts, and agai nst
all theforms, emascul ated or formedinwhichthey
can be manifested in acivilized society Hisview
of lifeis one-sided in a magnificent and obvious
way, liketheinstincts, or like nature (174).

Lady Chatterley'sL overisanovel inwhichsexual
experience is handled with awealth of physical
detailsand uninhibitedlanguage. ItisLawrence's
last embittered fling at what hefelt to bethe pru-
rienceof mindwhichsheltered behindtheconven-
tional notions of sex, and he claimed that "it was
very truly moral."

Lady Chatterley's Lover is a vivid and
lively portrayal of thegrimnecessity of sexinlife-
Lawrenceadvocatestheprimordial natureof sex-
oneof thebasichiological drivers, very likehunger
andthirst. Clifford'simpotency left hismarital life
with Connieacompletefiasco-it never had afirm
sexual foundation. Clifford considered sex neces-
sary only for procreation and that the bond be-
tween him and his wife is formed on a superior
intellectual plane. The shallows and empty life
Connieleadsisdestroying her physical and spiri-
tual vitality: "Oldat twenty, at twenty-seven, with
no gleam and sparklein theflesh, old through ne-
glectanddenial"(67).

A sense of rebellion is shouldered in
Connie. Andanirresistiblefireof passiontook the
shape of conflagration within her. She was com-
pulsively dragged by someinvisibleforcetowards
Meéllors, the gamekeeper. Althoughit wasfair for
Connietobeginanaffair with servant whichmeant
breaking ataboo of therigid English classsystem
andrevoltingagainst the'fal se' social structuresof
the society. But it is the 'hunger and thirst' of the
body, thenatural instinct operatingwithin, thecall
of that primary forceinlifefor whichall her 'share
died-"Shame which is fear, the deep organized

shame, theold physical fear whichcrouchesinthe
bodily rootsof us, and can only bechased away by
thesensual fire, at last it wasroused up and routed
by the Phallic hunt of the man and she had come
to the real bedrock of her nature, and was essen-
tially shameless- that was how it was! That was
life!l Shewasdreaminglifetogether withhim:'Just
alife" (123).

Lawrence, thus, in Lady Chatterley's

Lover, providesalively aspect tosex. " Healmost
personifiesitandindoing sodismissesevery other
poss bleinterpretationof itwhichisnot onlywrongly
constructed but at the same time devastating and
destroying" (Brenda203). Hedeclaresrightly, " Sex
lashesout against counterfeit emotion, andisruth-
less, devastating against false love" (139).
It has been Lawrence's ceaseless endeavor to
reorient rather than revolutionize the traditional
taboosregardingroot femal erel ationship. Hegave
auniquetreatment to colloidal activitiesin pursu-
anceof hisconvictionthat sex isaprimary fact of
lifeand anundeniablereality andthat itisthevery
source, the pure centra fire of life. Theintrinsic
quality and the inherence of sex are revealed
through Paul Morel and his varied relationships.
But this aspect being secondary to the novel, the
primary hold is given to what, we term as
Lawrence'sapotheosisof sex. Lawrencecategori-
cally assertsthat sex isthe synthesis of flesh and
spirit, the impulse-reason that can yield joy and
happiness. It is the marriage of the vital and the
psyche, physical andthespiritual. Either of thetwo
can't supplement the other.....It has been
Lawrence's constant effort to expose the catas-
trophethroughtherelations(Gertrude-Walter, Paul-
Mirian, Paul-Clara) that may invadearel ationship
of lovewheresex isnot completely understood or
perfectly performed.

Attheageof twenty-three, Gertrude, who
|ater became Mrs. Walter Morel, met Walter and
liked himfor hisphysical self: "Hewas erect and
very smart. Hehadwavy black hair and avigorous
black beard .... His cheeks were ruddy...he had a
richringinglaugh...sofull of colourandanimation”
(23).

So, the first phase of Walter-Gertrude
relationship beginswith Walter being passionate,
instinctive, virile and impulsive. Evidently, such
features of man's personality constitutethelife of
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the flesh or the element of the blood. After mar-
riage, for three months she was perfectly happy:
for six months she was very happy. Then, she
began assertingthelifeof intellect, startedfeeling
mi serableand madeothersmoremiserable. Gradu-
aly her married life becomes hell because of her
sophistications. Beyondtheinstinctiveattachment,
shestarted using her intellect. Shefelt that |ack of
intellectualityinWalter "killed her effortsat afiner
intimacy." Thus, all through her relationshipwith
Walter, Mrs.Morel triestocivilizehimand, inthe
processwantsto put down all that wasinstinctive
within him. Asit goes with Walter Morel heisa
creative of impulse and instinct. On the contrary,
hiswifedoesmorethan everythingtoreformhim.
Shetalksreligion and philosophy and in the pro-
cessdestroyshim both asfather and social being.
Inthesameway Paul-Miriamrelationshipfailsto
reach a satisfactory emotional adjustment. The
main causebehindthisfailureisthat Miriamistoo
intelligent to appreciate much that is emotional.
Miriam'slifeismuch short of thewholesomemark
because"learningwastheonly destinationwhich
shethoughttoaspire” (45).Again, Miriamisgripped
by the habit of raising everythingtolevel of spiri-
tual intensity. At onemoment Paul caught her and
"down to her bowels went the heat wave' (123).
However, loosing her sowashard withMiriam; it
wasnever her real self. Infact, shewasphysically
afraid and always brooding, itisnot too far to see
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that despite their often spending time together
neither Paul nor Miriam acknowledged any love
It iswondered "Why wasthere hisblood battling
withher?' Therefore, despiteMiriamloving Paul
"absorbedly” shenever realizesthe"male" hewas.
Miriam had nothing to offer and astheir relation-
ship is between love and hate.

Asagainst thespiritualismof Miriamthe
ghost of Paul-Claraattachment wasvirtually physi-
cal. Clara loved him for his quick, unexpected
movements like as animal. And Paul turns away
from her in disgust as earlier he had turned away
fromMiriamthefact, however, cannot beignored
that Paul'sexperiencewith Claraservesasatrain-
ing ground for satisfying experiencein lifewhen-
everintegrationof spiritandfleshhastotakeplace.
Lawrence, in the novel Sons and Lovers, advo-
cates that sex is neither sheer animalism nor a
destruction of the mind. As it has become intu-
itional andfallenintoimbal anceonthesideof the
intellect, Lawrence "emphasi zes the need on our
part to revive its emotional value and restore the
balance" (Popalwski 113). Creative impulses of
man and woman are the gifts of nature, and as
such they should not be ignored. This, however,
doesnot mean that physical sex isenough. Should
itbemerely physical sexitwouldleadusnowhere.
A balancebetweenthephysical andthespiritual is
needed. In fact, intellect must seek a happy re-
unionwiththeimpulse.
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