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ABSTRACT

Russia- India- China, all thethree countries advocate non-alliance and non-confrontation. Thisshows
that these states are not only making efforts to evolve cordial relationship among themselves, but also
want tomaintain goodrelationswith other countries. Thebasicprincipleof their relationshipistheAsian
security. Itisboundto havea positiveimpact on Asian securityif their tiesareimproved and morecountries
are persuaded to observethese principles. China, Russia and I ndia have great potentialities of coopera-
tion. Secondly, they haveanother reason of their unification andi.e. American hegemony. Conseguently,
the possihility for the formation of Russia, India and China cooperation isindeed extremely strong.
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Introduction

Russia-India-Chinaisanimportant region
interms of its geopoliticsimplicationsfor global
politics. Population of these three countries to-
gether amountstoaround 2.4 billion, whichis40%
of theworld total population. They cover atotal
areaof 29.96 millionsquarekm, whichis22.5% of
thetotal areaintheworld. Undoubtedly, thethree
countriesisabundancein termsof availability of
human resources, market potential and rich en-
dowment of natural resources. The most pro-
found changes in the world after the end of the
cold war have not only led to the end of rivalry
between two super powers but al so relaxation of
tensionsthroughout theworld.

All thethree countriesare faced with the
difficult task of devel oping their economy. Of the
three countries, China has common borders with
both Russia and India. Except for three small is-
|ands, China has been able to resolve its border
problems with Russia. The two countries have
aso reached agreements on strengthening mili-
tary confidence and mutual reduction of military
forcesin border areasto ensure peace and stabil-
ity on the borders between the two countries.
Thoughtheqguestion of Sino-Indianboundary con-
tinues to remain unresolved, yet leaders of the
two countriesareconfident toresolvetheir bound-
ary issuesthrough peaceful negotiationsand with-
outtheuseof force. Bilateral rel ationship between
Chinaand Indiahas steadily improved. All round

cooperation between Russia and India has been
further expanding and China-Russiastrategic co-
operation hasal so been deepening. Devel opment
of the bilateral relationship has provided asound
basisforthetrilateral cooperationamongthethree
nations. The cooperation has gained astrong mo-
mentum and aslong as pati ence and perseverance
ismaintai ned, cooperation of these countriesmay
developfurther.

India, Russiaand Chinahavesimilar views
onmajor international and regional issues. They
cooperatewith each otherineconomicand energy
sectors. Animportant areaof cooperation for the
three countries is energy security. Russia is an
energy surplus country. Chinaand India are en-
ergy deficient. If the three of these countries can
work together, they caninvest injoint project that
facilitate the flow of oil and gasfrom Russiaand
from Central Asiainto Chinaand India. Hereare
some relevant areas of cooperation that enhance
thegreat possibility of thistriangular rel ationship.
India-Russia and China continue to oppose the
hegemonism and power politics. The US hege-
mony isone of themajor factorsintheformation
Russia-India-Chinaaxis, aseach of thethreecoun-
triesaremajor political actorsof theworld. Rela
tionsamong Russ an-Chinese-Indian community
with the United States are one of the most impor-
tant aspects of their global policy.

In the post-cold-war era, the USA has
triggered thecomplicationsand dramati c changes
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intheinternational relations. 11 September 2001
became an important landmark in the develop-
ment of the new trends. The three countries have
signaledtotheUSA that itsunilateralismisbreed-
ing a serious concern among other big powers of
world. Russia, China and India have expressed
their concerns over the USA's unilateral attitude
and aggressiononthenameof preventiveattempts
and humanitarianintervention. Theold slogan of
US, 'one who is not with, is against us' has been
transformed in the concept of 'axis of evil'. On
this, themeeting betweenthethreeforeign minis-
tersinNew York on 12th September 2002 marked
an important event.

All the three had afriendly exchange of
views on important current international issues.
Significantly they agreed that their respectiveper-
manent representativeinthe UN will kegpintouch
with each other. All the three searched how we
canindividually or collectively encourage USA to
useitsformidablepower- military, economic, tech-
nological andevencultural-for global good. Itisin
USA'sown interest to arrest the growing anti-US
feelingaround theworld. TheUShasto carry the
rest of theworld with it on all important i ssues of
war and peace.

All these states are opposed to the US
hegemony and stressed the need for enhanced
cooperation between China, Russia and Indiato
ensureamulti-polar worldand anew international
political and economic order. The growing US
military and diplomatic influence in Central and
SouthAsiaisasonotintheinterest of thesestates.
Thewar against Iraq hasfurther enhanced theUS
unilateral imagein the entire world. Such conse-
guences have focused the need for a Beijing-
Moscow-New Delhi triangle, apotential alliance
of threenuclear powers, whichtheoretically would
be ableto balance American power inthecoming
years.

Another vital issuewhich createsthegreat
possibility of thistrilateral cooperationisconcerned
withthereorganizationof theUnited Nations. The
role and place of the UN is challenged again and
again in the contemporary world. The eventsin
Iraghaveechoedlonginthe UN and carried with-
out the sanction of the UN Security Council.
Yugoslaviawasal so bombedi.e. counter toall the

norms of the UN. It was quite clear that NATO
has been taking its military decisions by circum-
venting the UN Security Council. The UN was
unableto stop Americaswill of aggression.

Thesamelogicisfollowedintheresolu-
tion passed at Russiasinitiativeat thelast session
of theGeneral Assembly entitled 'Reactingto Glo-
bal Threats and Challenges, its content reflects
the ever more widespread opinion the UN must
provide the basis for a comprehensive system to
counter current threads and challenges. The UN
reguires an urgent improvement in its system for
its real purpose. Russia-China-India advocates
themost effectiveadaptation of theUN tothenew
international realities. The three nations deeply
favouredthemultilateral political initiativeswithin
the UN framework.

Thethreecountriescan makejoint efforts
to strengthen the central role of the UN in main-
taining world peace and promoting devel opment.
Allthesecanconducttrilateral consultationonmajor
international questions before or during the UN
General Assembly every year. Such cooperation
a the international level was also pushing them
towardsthis strategic triangle. Thisfactor, which
undoubtedly strengthens the possibility of such
cooperation, isclearly proved withtheunambigu-
ous support by both countries to India as a con-
tender for apermanent seat in Security Council by
both Chinaand Russia.

Beside it, India, Russia and China are
concerned with the dangers of international ter-
rorismlinked to religious extremism and separat-
ism. Indiahasbilateral official-level dialoguewith
both Russiaand Chinaon counter-terrorism. Pre-
sumably, the same is true between Russia and
China, particularly withintheframeworksof Shang-
hai Cooperation Organization, one of whosefirst
actswasto signthe Shanghai Conventiononcom-
bating Terrorism, Separatismand Extremism. Simi-
larly, Indiaand Russiahaveagreedto" Co-operate
inthefight againstinternational terrorism separat-
ism, organized crimeandillegal traffickinginnar-
cotics'.

ThusRussia, ChinaandIndia, arecoordi-
nating with each other not only at bilateral level,
but al sowithintheframeworksof variousinterna-
tional and regional organizations. It is matter of
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comfort that issues of struggle against terrorism
are deeply included in the agenda of talks among
the three countries. Russia, China and India are
showingsimilarity intheir approaches. They prac-
ticethesimilar philosophy of counter-terrorismin
which there is no place for elements of double
standard, i.e. division of terroristsinto 'good' and
bad, aswell as'freedomfighters and'cruel murder'.
The anti-terrorist task of each of the three coun-
triesincludemutual interestsinthestruggleagainst
traffickingof narcotics, smuggling of weaponsand
other type of transnational crimes.

M oreover, their joi nt oppositionto power
politicsisa soanother motivationfor Russia-China:
Indiastrategic partnership; all thethree countries
accept the new security concept that advocates
mutual security based on mutual trust and
disarmament. They opposestrengtheningand en-
larging existingmilitary alianceincluding expan-
sionof theNATO, aswell asformingnew military
blocs. Asfor thesituationinlrag, it wasimportant
that the three nations coordinate their stand and
therewas an attempt on their part to persuadethe
USto abandon policy of unilateralism.

Conseguently USIedNATO'sroleincon-
tinued violencethat had provided thestimulant for
thisgtrategictriangleinitiatives. InNovember 1995,
Russian Defense Minister Pavel Grachev warned
that in response to NATO's planned eastward
expansion, RussiawouldalsoturntoitsEast flank
toseek new alies. Forinstance, duringtheNATO
air strikeonYugoslavia, all thethreestatesissued
statementsto condemn the strikes. However, the
shared positionwasnot theresult of consultations
and coordination. All the three big powers took
their positionindependently.

Onthequestion of Kosovo, Russia, India
and Chinashared positionsat | east onthreeissues.
First, the US-Led NATO invaded the territorid
integrity of asovereign state; second, intervention
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in other'sinternal affairsis against the norms of
international law; and third, NATO's war against
Yugoslaviawithout aUN mandate constitutes an
illegal act of aggresion. All the three countries
accept the new security concept that advocate
mutual security based on mutual trust and
disarmament. They opposedthestrengthening and
enlargingexisting military alliance, includingthe
expansion of NATO.

Conclusion

Although it is easy to dismiss economic
cooperation among India, China and Russia by
saying their economies are competitive. Butitis
worthwhile to explore the avenues of trade, in-
vestment and other formsof economictiesamong
them. It is much easier to dismiss the strategic
triangle concept on the ground that Chinaand In-
dia have large scale strategic divergences. But
there are exampl es of countrieswith strategic di-
vergenceswhich have managed to cometogether
invariousgroupings, for the better and not for the
worse. For instance, inthe 1960'sMalaysia, Phil-
ippines and Indonesia had experimented with
'‘Maphilindo' notwithstandingtheFilipino-Mal ay-
sian territorial dispute and the confrontation be-
tween Malaysia and Indonesia.

Despite decades of unfriendly relation-
ship of India, and Pakistan both are parts of
SAARCand continuesto bemember of thisgroup-
ing. Ashasbeen pointed out earlier, Russia, India
and China, are member of the ASEAN Regiona
Forum. It wouldthusbeworthwhiletoexplorethe
possibility of forging atriangular cooperative ar-
rangement among India, China and Russia. The
prospects of cooperation between these three
states in the 21st century may go far beyond the
trends mentioned in the present research. It goes
without sayingthat thiscooperation must bebased
on stable economic, scientific and technical ties
andrelations.
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