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ABSTRACT

Women and children, the most vulnerable groups of the society, who are normally dependent on families, peer groups
and kinship structuresfor their basic needs and security, are completely disoriented during the various disasters. Providing
speedy and equitable humanitarian assistance to these vulnerable groups should be the first and foremost responsibility
of the Administration and otherswho areinvolved to help them. Researcher concluded that the basic key to prevent double
victimization of women and children in the aftermath of disasters is by ensuring fair distribution of humanitarian aid
amongst these unorganized beneficiaries, irrespective of their age and gender and stressing upon increased women's
participation in all stages of post - disaster management within the Fundamental Rights under the Constitution.

Introduction:

Disasters, bethey natural or man-made,
areagreat threat tothewel | being of mankind.
Over thecenturies, man hasbornethebrunt of
infinitedisasterswhichhavetakenaheavytoll on
life, anditsdifferent aspectssuchas, hedlth, shel-
ter, livelihood, social fabricand evenbasicsur-
viva needs.

Disagtersarevery sorrowful experiences,
which are even more so when one becomesa
hel plessvictimtothem. Thevari ousconsequences
and the aftermath of disasters |leave behind a
plethoraof i ssuestobehandled. Commonly, al-
most all disasters, despitetheir diverseorigins,
haves milar kindsof impactsonmanviz., desth,
disability, lossof property, lossof livelihood, aban-
donment, separation, violence, exploitation, and
dislocation; each one, with a great extent of
traumaattachedtoit, whichhasdifferentimplica
tionsondifferentimpactees. Very often, only the
immediatedeathsand destructionsget over es-
timated becauseof their easy detectionandhigh
visibility. However,numerousindirectdesthsand
other sufferings of theimpactees dueto addi-
tional factorslikediseases, and social and eco-
nomicexploitationsoccurring after theevent get
out of thepurview of disaster estimations. There
aresevera other potential impactsof disasters
on the people and their households, that very
diverse, accordingtotheir socio-economiccon-

ditionsandhazard copingcapacitiesUniversaly,
experience showsthat peoplewith thelowest
incomesaremorevulnerableinal ways, asthey
generallyliveinthelowest quality houses,inthe
worstlocationsandwiththeleast opportunities
torecover fromthedisasterswhenthey occur.
Unfortunately, thereareal so other weaker sec-
tionsof thesoci ety, especially womenand chil-
dren, that are most vulnerablewho face many
other adverse consequences of disastersother
thantheonesexperienced by everybody el se.

DoubleVictimization of womenand children.

Previoudly, therehad beennosystematic
efforttodocument theanti-socia impactsof di-
sastersonchildrenandwomen. Theonlyimpacts
that weredocumented werethosethat could be
easily identified and compared directly to ex-
pectedincome, employment or health benefits
throughsimplisticmonetary messures. Butof late,
modest attemptshavebeenmadetoillustratethe
disaster - induced miseriesof thesevulnerable
sections, whichareinordinately unprotectedeven
innon-disaster Stuations.

Women and children, themost vul ner-
able groups of the society, who are normally
dependent onfamilies, peer groupsandkinship
structuresfor their basicneedsand security, are
completely disoriented during disasterswithout
their support, and arepronetoanumber of anti-
socid actsandatrocitieswithouttheir protection.
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Henceitisfoundthat thesevul nerable masses
becomedoublevictimstodisasters.
(i) Children:

Children, asan age category, aresubject to
particularly perverseconsequencesintimesof
any crises. Primarily, duringdisasters, hundreds
of children are orphaned and |eft homelessto
fendfor themselves. Ononehand, theorphans
bear thescar of thedi sastersfor thewhol eof their
lives, whileontheother, they areat timesusedas
pawnsby greedy rel ativestograblandand prop-
erties, and compensationsand other aidsfrom
governmentsandNGOs, andfindlyarel eftinthe
lurchafter beingtakeneverything. Withadoption
near toimpossi ble, thesekindsof situationsleave
theorphanswithtraumatized stateof mindwhich
|eadsto socialy unacceptableactivitiessuchas
beggary, exploitation, theft and robbery, etc.

Secondly, thedisastersincreasethenum-
ber of school drop-outs, by forcingthechildren
totake upwork to supplement their family in-
comes, thus causing educational lossto them.
Consequently, intheaftermathof disasters, there
isasteepriseintheincidenceof childlabour,
bonded |abour and forced labour in hazardous
work, etc., thereby creating scopefor childabuse.
Anddso,withmoneyinhand, childrenespecidly
boystaketogambling, smoking, drugs, acohol,
etc. All thesefactorscreatesocialy and physi-
calyunhedthylivingconditionsfor children.

Andlastly, childrenparticularlygirlsfal
preytounsocia activitieslikeprostitution, sexua
harassment andexpl oitation, forcedmarriagesto
widowersandtomendoubletheir age, etc. Of -
ten, femalechildrenaremorevulnerabletothe
harsh consequencesof disastersthantheirmale
counterpart. But commonly enough, disasters
doublevictimizescoresof children, irrespective
of ageand gender, causingthemtogrow upover-
night; sheddingtheir childhoodandinnocenceeven
beforeunderstandingthehardfactsof life.

(i)Y Women:

Women, comprisingof widows, thede-

serted, thephysicaly disabled, thechronicdlyill,

and the old, are also identified as one of the
weakest amongthevul nerablewho suffer more
intheaftermath of disasters. Their vulnerability
bas calyarisesfromtheir dready precarioussocid
status, whichlimitstheir accesstoresourcesand
toinformation. Sodisastersintheirwakenotonly
aterthewomen'ssocial rolesbut al somakethem
proneto other worst situations, thusdoubl evic-
timizingthem.

Primarily, womenaswidowsexperience
thegrief of losingtheir husbands: ononehand,
theyfed theemptinessinlifewithouttheir spouse,
while ontheother, they are under tremendous
pressurefromrel ativesto shareproperties, ex-
gratiapayments, compensations, etc. Andulti-
mately withwhatever meager resourcesleft un-
der their control, they assumeadditional and of -
tenentireresponsibilitiesof thehouseholdlike
caringfor children, theelderly andthesick.

Secondly, indisaster-affected commu-
nities, many womenfacedesertions, divorcesand
threatsof re-marriagesfromtheir spousesand
thelatter's rel ativesduetotheir physical disabil-
itytoconceive, or inability tobear 'mal € child.
Someamong those, who areunabl eto copeup
withthepressureto conceive, or thethreats of
breakupof marriage, show signsof pseudo-preg-
nancy and symptomsof Post-Traumatic Stress
Disorder (PTSD).Andlastly, disaster vulnerabili-
tiescompel manywomentoexpandtheir efforts
toearnawage( or higherwage), especialyinthe
lower andinformal sectorsof theeconomy, which
oftenmakesthemvictimsof ahostileandexpl oit-
ativesystem, andplacesthemat thereceivingend
of domesticclashesandviolence. Worst still is
the situation for widows and deserted women
whovoluntarily resort to prostitutionjust tosur-
vive. But whereas at time, there are incidents
whereyounggirlsandwomenarebrought from
ca amity affected areaswith afd seassuranceof
jobsandbetter life, andareforcedinto prostitu-
tion. But sadly enough, onetragi cfact about pros-
titutionisthat it continueseven after theemer-
gency ends.
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Sointhepost-disaster environment, women's
security and privacy arerepeatedly violatedin
severa ways.
Conclusion:

Duetodisasterimpacts, somedie, some
migrateand someothersprosper. Worst hitare
thewomen and childrenwholack themeansto
ensuretheir ownsurvival, safety and security.
Disastersinducedoublemisery onbothwomen
and children, whoareinordinatel y unprotected
eveninnon-disaster situations, andleavethem
with suppressedfrustrationandagonizingpain
forlife. Inanutshell, irrespectiveof theorigin,age
andgender of thesevul nerablegroups, thedisas-
terscauseagrossviolationof their humanrights
guaranteed under theconstitution of Indiaand
propagated by variousinternationa organizations
like, theUnited Nations, thelnternationa Fed-
erationof theRed crossandthered crescent, etc.

Therefore, providing speedy and equi-
tablehumanitarianass stancetothesevulnerable
groupsshould bethefirst andforemost respon-
shbility of the Stateadministrationand othersin-
volvedinsuch activitiesto helpthemto come
back tonormally. Initiativeshavetobetakento
set up specia shelter homesfor thesedestitute
groupsto preventworseningof their conditions,
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